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Called to Common Missioire \We?

wiaw H. Rerersen BEfOre proceeding, it may be well for me

The“we”oft_hetiﬂerefers,ofcourse, to reveal my own answer to the question
to the Episcopal Church. When

our 73¢General Convention meets that beginS this article.
in Denver this July it will have two reso- . . y
lutions of major ecumenical significance It IS a CategorlcaIYeS.

to consider. In reverse order, the second

resolution from the Standing Commisare “substantially the same asin@mn- “Called to Common Mission: A Lutheran
sion on Ecumenical Relations (SCER) igordat of Agreemetitlt will be remem- Proposal for a Revision of ti@oncordat
simply the “second reading”-required ohered that the General Convention obf Agreement so that the relationship of
any constitutional change—ofthé@en- 1997 received and passed@uncordat  full communion between ECUSA and
eral Convention’s passage by an ovebutthat two weeks later ELCA’s Church-ELCA can be established without further
whelming majority of a suspension in thevide Assembly failed such coordinatedelay. Reasons for my confidence and
operation of a provision in the BCP’spassage just six votes short of the rerope in this regard will appear as the
preface to the ordinal. After more tharyuired two-thirds majority. And thereby discussion proceeds.

thirty years of dialogue, this temporaryhangs a tale.

suspension will finally allow us immedi-  Before proceeding, it may be well for [ feadfEs

ately to remove the last obstacle to inaLh']e to reveal my own answer to the ques-

gurating arelationship of full communiontion that begins this article. Itis a categor” I he aftershock of the ELCA’s
between our church and the Evangelicatal “Yest The Episcopal Church should Churchwide Assembly failure by
Lutheran Church of America (ELCA). In receive CCM, the full title of which is such a narrow margin to adopt the

other words, if the resolution passes its Concordatin 1997 was precisely that its
second reading, then the ordained minis- vigorous and vocal Lutheran opponents
tries of ECUSA and ELCA on the level of . were stunned at the size of the all but two-
pastor/priest will be instantly reconciled Insce thirds majority favoring the proposal. At
and a process begun whereby the respec- issue for them was the ELCA'’s willing-
tive episcopal ministries of the two church-  Luheaniugcaiedehy ness to accept the historic episcopate over
eswillbe ultimately reconciled overtime. PauRNeson. ..., 4 time through the relationship of full com-
But it will make absolutely no sense  Warshpwihyoungadiis by munion that would have been established
for our General Convention even to con- Amy McCreath. .................... 6 with ECUSA. Still other Lutherans had
sider this second resolution if a logically Considerationsforamending reservations about the provision of the
prior one does not pass. This resolution tetudEebdereM Concordatvhich specified that the three-
states thatthe document entit{ealled to BB . e, 9 fold pattern of ordained ministry (bish-
Common MissiofCCM) provides the  Music,byMarkHowe . ... 12 ops, priests, deacons) would be the even-
theological and ecclesiological basis upon BodsedLeoneVichd . .13 tual pattern for the ordained ministries of
which the Episcopal Church can enter AnewpayerforteCdEby both churches.
into full communion with the ELCA. At-  PBiplogy . e, 17 Veterans of the three series of Luthe-
tached to the SCER resolution is an ex- BenedideCanadensss,by ran-Episcopal Dialogues (LED) from
planation that claims the “agreements in BabeaMidhd.  ................. 20

faith, sacraments, and ministry”@CM Contived onfolovdg pege



2/ Open /WhiefSpig2000
|

1969 to 1991 knew all too well that these L the hlstorlc eplscopate WI” become a

were sensitive points. For those who

wished to make the most of that sensitiv- ~ feature of the ELCA principa”y through

ity, theConcordaf(itself only nine print-

ed pages in length) appeared totally fo-  SOUrces available within the wider Luthe-
cused on matters of polity and ordained

ministry. All the supporting and back- ran World Fe||OWShIp C e [but] diaconal

ground documents and ecclesial agree- I
ments over nearly three decades of con- mInISterS were nOt tO be regarded as or-
versation and action were notimmediate- i
ly visible as the doctrinal and liturgical dalned e
underpinning of the matters of polity and
ministry that needed to be mutually ad-
dressed in order to remove the last obstthirough the traditional impasse betweegrrom Concordat to CCM
cles to full communion. Lutherans and Anglicans was altogether

The rallying cry against th€oncor- missed. It is relatively easy to state butfl n the relatively short time between
dat was “No historic episcopate!” Thetakes a longer time to appreciate. In preq biennial assemblies, representatives
fine point of the dialogue and the resultvious actions and agreements everythind officially appointed by the Episcopal
ing Concordatthat finally had broken but the mutual interchangeability of or-Church (Bishop Christopher Epting of
dained ministries had been adopted. Arlewa, SCER; Dr. William Norgren, some-
glicans, for their part, found a way totime Ecumenical Officer; Dr. J. Robert

) ) ) ‘make that possible without insisting onWright, Consultant to the Ecumenical

Oenis published four times a year by the ASSOC(']historic episcopate as a precondition t®ffice; and Canon David Perry, Presid-
ated Parishes for Liturgy and Mission. Copy dead- . . . ) .
lines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, and Dec. 1 f§Hll communion. Lutherans, for their part,ing Bishop’s Deputy for Ecumenical Af-
publication the following month. Editorial office: found themselves free to receive historifairs) met with ELCA theologians and
Ruth A. Meyers, @ Editor, Seabury-Western epjiscopate precisely because no precoaeumenists who represented the spec-

Theological Seminary, 2122 Sheridan Rd., Evany... . L. ..
ston, IL 60201, office (847) 328-93004F(847) dition was required. Mutual recognitiontrum of opinion on theConcordat A

328-9624, ATERNET I-meyers@nwu.edu of ordained ministries was based on agreénely crafted document emerged from

ments about the implications of the Gostheir conjoint deliberation. It aimed at a

Editor Ruth A. Meyers  pel in regard to the nature of the Churchklearer text without footnotes and a se-

Editori . and the economy of salvation. guencing of materials that “begins with a
itorial Committee

Ruth A. Meyers, Elizabeth Morris Downie, Or- I_:or the ELCA, however, the f_act re-desc_ription ofthe relationship offullcom-
monde Plater, Marilyn Haskel, and John W. B. Hillmained after the 1997 Churchwide Asmunion, followed by agreements on faith
_ _ sembly thatth€oncordahad not passed and ministry, moves to actions of each
Manuscripts (preferably Wordperfect files on 3.5 4 5 g pstantial minority of their churckchurch to bring them into full commun-
inch disk), cartoons, letters, and other communica- . . . . . . .
tions may be sent to the editor at the editorial officd€mained distressed. While pledgmg &n, and ends Wlth_actlons of both church-
renewed effort toward full communiones in full communion?®
E|00k Rev'%v‘é Edlltor _ o510 Elizabeth M with ECUSA, a way was sought to meet What changes occurred in the process
ease sena pookK review copies 1o Elizabe orr H : : : H H H _
Downie. 106 E. Elizabeth St., Fenton, MI 48430&9 internal concerns. A principle at workhat ire Qf prlnC|p<'_aI mtgrest_to Eplscopg
2322 or edownie@voyager.net. fpr the Lutherans—and one that _shouldans. First, the historic episcopate will
find congenial ground among Anglicans-become afeature of the ELCA principally
Production Manager Ormonde Plater \yas to find a middle term between what ishrough sources available within the wid-
Proofreader ArtJenkins - apsolutelyessentialn the relation of the er Lutheran World Fellowship (though,
The Associated Parishes, Inc., is a nonprofit Orgaﬁo_spel to the Church ar_1d what is utterlyo be sure, a bi_shop of the_ Episcopal
nization. Office: PO Box 27141, Baltimore, MD adiaphora(a matter of indifference). SuchChurch will be invited to participate fully
21230-0141, (410) 752-0877, call before faxingg middle term is that which iermative in the prayer and laying-on-of-hands at
Membership dues of $30 per year ($15 for students) liturgies where synodical bishops are con-
include subscription to €N and all brochures. . o )
secrated/installed). This is chiefly a
Coordinator Ronald H. Miller change in the manner of implementing

historic episcopate within ELCA over

Web site www.associatedparishes.org time. Ironically, this possibility was sug-
Copyright ©2000 by Associated Parishes, Inc. All _geSted in the Course_Of LED Il and again
rights reserved. in LED lll, but was rejected by the Luth-

eran representatives at that time. Now,
ISSN 1071-5614
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reassuringly, it seems to have wonthe ddgack to the future—an opinion be placated in any case. By their lights,
from their side. the ELCA has apostasized at least three
Readers oOpenwill be less happy y assessment of these eventsmes already: first by even considering
with the fact that the mutual pledge to al and the documents as a vetfull communion with the Episcopal
future pattern of threefold ministry in eran of the dialogue since 1978 hurch, then by the Churchwide Assem-
both the ELCA and ECUSA was alterednd a present member of the Anglicansly’s 66% vote for itin 1997, and finally,
inthe change from th@oncordatoCCM. ~ Lutheran International Working Group,by the 70% vote foECM in 1999. Will
One of the matters left for future decisiorbut as an outsider to the process leadingey then leave the ELCA? Though some
when ELCA was formed from its predefrom Concordatto CCM, leads me to |utherans might wish that they would, |
cessor bodies was the question of whethagree with the SCER'’s claim that thehink not. For the ELCA provides an
the diaconate/diaconal ministries werédatter is “substantially the same.” It is,ecclesial framework, however apostasized
within the “one ordained ministry.” For therefore, worthy to be received androm their point of view, within which
reasons largely unrelated to the gener@pssed as such by the“@3eneral Con- they can continue as a protest movement.
and worldwide Lutheran commitment tovention meeting in Denver this summenyere such as the WordAlone people to
the importance of such ministries, it wad his would mean also that we could pasgave the ELCA they would instantly find
subsequently determined by the ELCAmMmediately thento a positive vote on thghemselves in need of forming a church.
that diaconal ministers were not to b&econd reading of our constitutionaland, ironically, the setting of a normative
regarded as ordained to the pastoral mighangeyiz. the temporary suspension ofolity would provide one of the first or-
istry thatis shared by bishops and presbyhe operation of a particular provision inders of business—something, in other
ters. While this may be a disappointmerthe BCP’s preface to the ordinal. It willbewords, beyond the WordAlone as they
to those of us who support a distinctivéemembered thatwe are undertaking su@nceive it. Much easier to stay and be
diaconate, it should be remembered th&@suspension so that ultimatelyitema- unhappy but, thereby, purely self-justi-
there is a deep Lutheran fidelity to diativity may be mutually established. Theied.
conal ministrie$ The change leaves roomprinciple works for us as well. In the final analysis, nevertheless, this
for growth in practice afiakoniathrough Yet even as | write this article, thereis a matter of primary consideration for
mutual consultation within a future rela-are those within the ELCA who are pasthe leadership of the ELCA. Our General
tionship of full communion between sionately devoted to nullifying the imple- Convention and the Episcopal Church are
ELCAand ECUSA. Inany case, the quegmentation of the commitment made byaced at the present moment only with the
tion about the place of diaconate in théheir church to the ecumenical breakchallenge to accefalled to Common
life and mission of the Church does nothrough that full communion betweenmission Then we may move with our
have “church-dividing issue” status. ~ Anglicans and Lutherans represents. Theutheran brothers and sisters toward a
With such contextualizations in re-newly constituted WordAlone Network, greater appreciation of how we may in
gard to faith, sacraments, and ministryfor instance, is calling for constitutionalfull communion together serve the Gos-
and the changes indicat@;Memerged changesin ELCA thatwould provide for,pel of reconciliation in Jesus Christ.
and was submitted to a process of recepmong other things, a “non-geographical
tion—including definitive clarifications by synod” (sound familiar?) and a “con-Notes
ELCA's Conference of Bishops—beforescience clause” (another dread phrase ; \wjjiam A. Norgren,A Commen-
the 1999 Denver Churchwide Assemblyfrom ECUSA history!) for those who (51 on com(Office of Ecumenical &
There it received further debate and th&imply cannot accept the “tyranny of hisyiertaith Relations, Episcopal Church
approbation of passing by virtually a 70040ric episcopate.” Unfortunately, thiscenter) p. 2.
majority (716-317). What appears operagroup and their fellow travelers do not 5 gee the work jointly drafted by
tive in overcoming the difficulties hasbalk in their scare tactics at telling ”esProfessor Michael Root and myself as
been the principle afiormativity men- aboutthe Episcopal Church and warning e by the Anglican-Lutheran Inter-
tioned above as the middle term been th@f dire damage to the “pure Gospel” shouldl ;i nal Commissiorithe Hanover Re-
“essential” and the “indifferent.” This Lutherans enterintofullcommunionwithport: Diaconate as Ecumenical Oppor-
concept has made it possible, on the orféglicans. tunity, 1996.
hand, for the ELCA to freely accept the Since the ballisin our court, asitwere,
historic episcopate and, on the other hantie question becomesShould the Epis-  \yjijjiam H. Petersen is Professor of Ec-
for the Episcopal Church not to insistcopal Church receive CCM, butin Viewgjegjastical & Ecumenical History at
upon it as a precondition of unity. of such turmoil in ELCA, take a ‘waitandggy|ey Hall, Rochester, NY, and oversees

see’ attitude by postponing action at OUBeyley's academic and formational pro-

General Convention?’By no means! ag:ram within Trinity Lutheran Seminary,
Experience has revealed that this voc olumbus, OH. He has served on the

but-vociferous minority in ELCAwillnot aggqciated Parishes Council since 1973.
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Lutheran | |tU rg ical practice . traditions of worship. We understand this

to be a strength of church life, not a

The Use of the Means of Graceess

h ice of Word and What does the statement contain?
PauL R. NeLson  on the Practice of Word and Sacrament. The statement contains five parts: Pref-

t is impossible to imagine a discus-This statement was “adopted for guid-, ._. .
I sion of the Episcopal Church that didance and practice” by the ChurChWid(%(;.:Cg.hsal—trlf.nsr;?gma;[?o;hgf mZe:/r\}zrc&f
not include some important role forAssembly in 1997 (the fifth biennial ' i
The Book of Common Prayer. The histoChurchwide Assembly of the ELCA). The
ry of the prayer book in its various formsstatement is the document which gover
and revisions is an important part of th@ractice by the churchwide expression o
history of the Anglican Communion andthe ELCA and provides guidance to CoNZ 4 Christian Mission. Each of these parts
the American Episcopal Church. Itwouldgregations and synods. provides a principle or series of princi-
be natural for Episcopalians to look fora The statement itself describes its misbles on which practice should be based
coqnpaltrablehbookforrv]vorsrr:ipinthe Evansion in this way: and often it also provides some “back—'
gelical Lutheran Church in America ” o hmplina.
(ELCA) as a way of understanding its The gift of Word and Sacrament is gcr)?qlfr;?t;gttgﬂtngirg;gg?cogrzpulizﬁgﬁ_
history and ethos during this time of care- from God. This statement on sacra- eration.
ful study of one another as churches.  mental practices seeks to encourage “Means of grace,” an expression taken
Most congregations of the ELCA use unity among us in the administration from the Lutheran c’onfessions of the six-
theLutheran Book of Worship (LBWss  of the means of grace and to foster teenth century, refers to those means that
an important worship resource. Becausecommon understanding and practice. God uses to gi\’/e grace to individuals and
of its widespread use and influence, it It does not seek to impose uniformity the church. Lutherans ordinarily under-
would be natural to conclude tha&Wis among us. (Principle 4) stand this to include baptism and eucha-
the “book of common prayer” equivalent This statement grows out of this rist (two sacraments) together with proc-
in the ELCA. But that would not be an church’s concern for healthy pastoral lamation of the Word and confession and
accurate comparison. In the ELCA no actionand strong congregational mis- absolution. As the Augsburg Confession
one worship resource is “required” for sion. It does not address our practice of 1520 puts it: “through the Word and
use in every congregation of the church. of Word and Sacrament out of anti- sacraments, as through means, the Holy
Each congregation is free to choose orquarian or legalistic interests but rath- Spirit is givén and the Holy Sp,irit pro-
create its own resources. As a churcherto ground the practice of our church duces faith V\,/here and when it pleases
body, the ELCA, like the Episcopal inthe Gospel and to encourage good God inthos’ewho hearthe gospel.” (Augs-
Church, does carefully prepare and pub-order within our church. (Background burgy Confession article V)
lish worship resources and has a systendA)
of liturgical review and approval in place Our congregations receive and ad-
inwhich the Presiding Bishop, the Church minister the means of grace in richly =~ -~ )
Council, the Conference of Bishops, and diverse ways. This diversity in prac- The living heart of all thgse means s
various boards and churchwide staff havetice is well grounded in the Confes- the presence of Jg_sus Christ through the
roles to play. The church’s publishing sions. “Itis not necessary for the true power f’f the Spmt as the gift of the
house plays an important role in produc- unity of the Christian church that cer- Father.” (Principle 1) i
ing and distributing worship resources. emonies of human institution should The preface OT the.stateme.nt is fo-
However, in the ELCA there is no equiv- be observed uniformly in all places.” cuseq on the way in which the trlun_e Go_d
alent to the Episcopal Church’s Standing (Augsburg Confession, article VIII) acts in the means O,f grace, worship. ',t IS
Commission on Liturgy and Music. We are united in one common center; _onIy by ,beQ'r,‘”'”g with God that WorSh',p
Rather than relying on a worship re- Jesus Christ proclaimed in the Word Is set W'th'n, Its proper cpntext. Worship
source like The Book of Common Prayer, and sacraments amidst participating depgnds primarily on this gnd noton the
the ELCA (and the Lutheran churches assemblies of singing, serving, and particular aspgcts of practice that may be
that joined to form it in 1988) has relied praying people. (Application 4B) the same or different from one congrega-
on certain “statements” to encourage com- tion to the next.
mon practices related to worship in the Just as there are Episcopal parishes .
congregations of the churches. The cuthat represent varying traditions of wor-1 N€ Christian assembly
rent form of that statement is titlefihe  ship within the same church, so in the Lutheransunderstand the churchtobe
Use of the Means of Grace: A StatemerifLCA there are parishes with differingthe result of God’s activity:

and the Christian Assembly; Part 2: Holy
Baptism and the Christian Assembly; Part
- Holy Communion and the Christian

ssembly; Part 4. The Means of Grace

Jesus Christ at the heart
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It is also taught among us that one The visual arts too serve to proclaim the Lutherans understand Holy Commun-
holy Christian church will be and re- Word. ion to include a service of the Word and
main forever. This is the assembly of ~ Lutherans are deeply committed to theervice of the meal. We urge our congre-
all believers among whom the Gospel public (that is, in the assembly for wor-gations to celebrate this sacrament every
is preached in its purity and the holy ship) exercise of confession and absoluweek—though this is not yet a universal
sacraments are administered accord-tion. The statement also calls us to indipractice. Most congregations commune
ing to the Gospel. (Principle 3, Augs- vidual confession and absolution-thouglehildren at about ten years of age. In a

burg Confession article VII) this is less common in practice. recommended change of practice, the
ELCA sets no minimum age for a bap-

The assembly around Word and sacrdHoly Baptism tized person to begin receiving this sacra-
ment is the place to see the church and |_ytherans believe thatin baptism Godnent-it allows for the congregation, pas-
God at work forming it. The rest of thegets: tor, parents, sponsors and individual to
statement rests on placing the Word and determine the pastorally appropriate time.
sacraments in the life of a gathered as-|n Holy Baptism the Triune God de- Anordained pastor presides at Holy Com-
sembly of believers. livers us from the forces of evil, puts Munion. Invery exceptional circumstanc-

our sinful self to death, gives us new €S @ bishop can authorize an exception to

The Word of God birth, adopts us as children, and makesthis principle. .

in the Christian assembly us members of the body of Christ, the I the ELCA all baptized persons are
In North American culture, when Church. Holy Baptism is received by welcome to receive this sacrament. We

Christians speak about the Word of God faith alone. (Principle 14) feel a special obligation to be clear that
the reference is often taken to be the we teach and confess that Christ’s true
Bible. However, the Bible itself under-1t is an act of God’s grace which is no®ody and blood are given and received in
stands the Word of God to be Jesus Chrigiependent upon our worthiness. It estatbe sacrament. Once bread and wine have
For Lutherans the scriptures are witnesdishes a relationship and awakens faitf?€en consecrated, any remaining is con-
es to this incarnate Word-Jesus Christioly Baptism is always administered inSumed following the celebration. The
The Word is proclaimed in the assemblythe name of the triune God. Baptism ifonsecrated elements may also be taken
not repeated, because this can questiéh the absent for their communion.

Proclamation of the Word includes God’s promise, but baptism does have

the public reading of Scripture, preach- daily application for those who have re-The means of grace

ing, teaching, the celebration of the ceived it—it calls us to die and rise withand Christian mission

sacraments, confession and absolu-Christ every day. The Use of the Means of Gracen-

tion, music, arts, prayers, Christian  The Use of the Means of Grasjes cludes its guidance by linking the means

witness, and service. The congrega- congregations to administer baptism iryf grace not only to individual Christians

tion’s entire education ministry par- the assembly, not privately, and to do sgssembled for worship but to the world in

ticipates in the proclamation of the in ways in involve the whole assemblyiyhich they life and work. The means of

Word. (Application 5A) The water of baptism is an especiallyyrace lead the Church to mission. This is

powerful sign and should be maximizedihe same conviction which Episcopalians

Sunday has a special place in this procldhe anointing with oilis also encouragedyoice each time they pray “And now
mation of Jesus Christ as God's WordSecondary signs, such as the lighted capather, send us out to do the work you
Because of Christ's appearances to tt#ie and the white robe, can also suppofayve given us to do...” in the beautiful

disciples and others on the first day of thBaptism and its catechesis. postcommunion prayer (BCP, p. 366).
week following his resurrection, Sunday _ Studying The Use of the Means of
is also a day for assembly and proclamddoly Communion Gracemay not always allow an Episco-

tion for Christians today. Every day is a Lutherans have long distinguishedpalian to predict what they will find hap-
day for proclamation, but Sunday is ahemselves from other Protestants by oyrening in a congregation of the ELCA,

special opportunity for this. commitmentto the “real presence of Jesusut it will clearly show the practices we
In addition to hearing the scripturesChrist” in the sacrament. encourage among ourselves and support
read and preached on in the assembly, as we are able.

everyone gathered participatesinthe com-In this sacrament the crucified and

mon voice of the assembly in speaking risen Christ is present, giving his true The Reverend Dr. Paul R. Nelson is Di-
the Word. The assembly does this in body and blood as food and drink. rector for Worship, Evangelical Luthe-
singing hymns and the texts of the liturgy. Thisreal presence is a mystery. (Prin- ran Church in America.

Itconfessesthe Nicene or Apostles’ Creed.ciple 33)

Music becomes a vehicle for the Word.



6/ Open /WhiefSpig200

Worship with young adults

Spiritual Quest of Generation ¥drgues broadly on evangelism, theissue thatcame
that Generation X is a deeply sacramentélubbling up to the surface, especially for
I ast summer, while working on thegeneration, searching for authentic spirithe Gen Xers who attended it, was liturgy.

AMY McCREATH

staff of a leadership conference fotual guides and dependable, genuine coritow can our worship reveal the love of
young adults, | decided to postmunities in which to encounter God andsod in Christ for today’s younger adults?

signs around the camp welcoming peopliaterpret their own experience of the diWhat in our liturgical heritage is particu-
to join me in the chapel for complinevine. Liturgical churches, Beaudoin bedarly helpful? How (if at all) can projec-
every night. “Compline,” | wrote on the lieves, have a unique charism in theition screens, microphones or even the
notice, “is a traditional Christian prayersacramentalism that has the potential tmternet be used to enhance and re-present
service for the end of day.” This was nospeak powerfully to this generation’s spirancient, saving truths? We shared a frus-
a Christian camp; it is open to people oitual yearnings and experiences of suffertration that few churches are doing much
all faiths, agnostics, and atheists. Particing. creative thinking about how to join what
pants are young people from all sorts of Nondenominational pastor DieterTom Beaudoin called our unique charism—
backgrounds, reflecting fairly well the Zander, coauthor dfiside the Soul of a our liturgical heritage and sacramental
demographics of society today. | didn'tNew Generationemphasizes the impor-theology—with the vocabulary, symbols,
expect anyone actually to come to contance for worship planners of understandshared experiences and technological
pline. The firstevening, two college sophing the post-modern mindset of today’sools of the modern culture within which
omores showed up. | chose not to explaiyounger adults, with its irreverence, ex&en Xers and Bridgers were formed.
the service, but simply to light the incensgerientialism, and capacity for mystery Put simply: liturgists and Gen Xers
and the candle in the midst of the vasnd paradox. Having grown up in an eraeed to talk to one another! How many
dark space and begin. They joined inof divorce, political disillusionment, and young adults in our congregations read
They picked up the tune of the Tallismedia manipulation, they have watche®per? How many of you, reading this
round quickly. When the service endedsociety’s meta-narratives collapse, andrticle, readFast Companymagazine?
they didn’t want to leave. They just sat irthey seek in worship a trustworthy storyGod is speaking in both places. | believe
the silence. into which they can insert themselvesthat we all have a lot to learn from one

The nextevening, they returned, bringThey are emphatically uninterested in stylanother. More importantly, such a con-
ing several friends. The next night, ar technique, and passionately seekingersation is crucial to the mission of the
dozen of us crowded around the candle’authenticity and genuine love. church as it moves into the new century.
light. All of these people were college Thom Rainer, Dean of Southern Semk want to suggest four sets of questions
students. Few were “active Christians” ofnary in Kentucky, reports on his inter-thatwould be central to such a discussion.
any denomination. None had ever heardews with teenagers in 2000 churche3hese questions might be used within a
the word “compline” before. They cameacross America in his bodkhe Bridger congregation, perhaps by aworship com-
back, night after night. Generation He believes that the “bridg- mittee. They might be questions for cler-

| wondered about that experience foers” seek structure, moral boundariegyy and liturgists to wonder over together
months after the conference ended. Whand direction, and are frustrated by ther separately. Most importantly, they are
was it that attracted these young adultsdults around them who will not mentorquestions worth asking in a venue that
How would they explain the experiencghem. Bridgers are very religious, butincludes a broad range of people:
to their friends back home? Why didthey tend to construct their own “reli-churched, unchurched, and dechurched;
compline ata camp at 11 p.m. with “nongions” by weaving together elements offoung and old; professional liturgists and
practicing” young adults attract more peolots of spiritual traditions presented tonewly baptized adults; traditionalists and
ple than evensong at 5 p.m. in the Episcahem in the culture. Very few are landingcharismatics. They are questions, | be-
pal church | serve? in churches, and those who do are chooBeve, that lead to the center of our mis-

Much has been written recently abouing Mormonism, Islam, and fundamen-=ion: revealing and worshiping God in
the spirituality of the younger generatalist Christianity. Christ here and now.
tions—the Gen Xers _(born approximately These three authors were among th_e Continuedanfbloningpege
1964-73) and the Bridgers (born approxpresenters at a recent conference in Balti-
imately 1974-1984). Tom Beaudoin, amore entitled “Gen NeXtand the Church:
young Roman Catholic theologian and/irtual Faith and Spiritual Hunger.” Al-
author ofVirtual Faith: The Irreverent though the focus of the conference was
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How have today’s youngerf)How can we incorporate ele-nological tools, the access to endless in-
adults experienced creationaJdments of modern life and culformation and countless images, and the

: PSR T : i perception of shortening attention spans
sin, and redemption in their livesure in our worship in a way that; younger generations freights the issue

What are the words they give taeveals rather than distracts fromy a new immediacy.

these experiences? What are thihe gospel?

shared symbols, rituals and cul- . L.iturgical churches hayg S0 much po-

tural expressions of these experi-l-_h's \t/yas p::‘rthhapsGthe r:lo;tthotlyfdebatgﬁgna! to speak to Ejheltspllgtl:a}: hglr|19t]eli of

4uestion at the Gen NeXt conferencetoday’s younger adults. But it will take

ences that they have developed What does projecting the scripture readsome willingness on our part to listen, to

o  th h h ings onto a screen during worship comehange, and to let “those people” who
neho ft he lmessages tgt runs t rc>)<u. unicate theologically? How can mod-don’t look very holy or grounded teach

mhuc ho 't I.e |terat(ljJre cl)n eneration K %rn visual images be used during the seus. As a Gen Xer with a heart for my own

that t ellr t;vef] anh cu;u'rwe are not ta €hon, the prayers or the liturgy of the tablgeneration, and as an Episcopal priest

sf:anom;]s y oy t. € Cd urc h' any re]cent ao point to a truth beyond words? Wherwith a deep love of the sacramental life of

t odr?'I avefpor|]r_1te Olétb Ongpop“ armusif, ch of what is presented on screens ¢ine church, | look forward to the conver-

anatiims, fashion anc oo Iye>fpre.SS'On%verelectronicamplifiersin our culture issation ahead.

sgch.as tattooing an.d.body—.plercmg arffeeting or manipulated, how can we use

?'.S?"Q'sid az SUEelrﬂual or |rrerllevant Bhese tools in a way that is trustworthyAmy McCreath is Assistant Rector of St.

aith, ratherthan being seen as the expregy, oo are, to some extent, age-old issu€ristopher’s Episcopal Church, River

sion offaith or splirltual yearning that_theyof inculturation. But the explosion of tech-Hills, Wisconsin.
are. Understanding and taking seriously

these movements and symbolsis not equiv-
alent to “selling out” to secular culture. It
is about seeing seekers as the children of
God they are. It is an act of hospitality
which prepares usto present the Christian
story creatively in a way they can hear.

How is authenticity communi- We'd hate to see you go!

cated in liturgy?Do we be- hat f ¢ his will hei
lieve in the liturgy we create and We regret that for a number of members this will be their ||ast

participate in? Are we passionate copy of OPEN Please take a mln_ute to check the address bjpck
about it? on the back cover. The top line gives the month and year of |Jour
membership expiration. For a number of readers it says “L4|ST
The word that came up in nearly ever{] COPY”.
presentation at the Gen NeXt confereng Given the part-time nature of the Coordinator position andjhe
in Ea'“m_ore was "aUthem'C';y-"_ T':jneh press of other business, renewal notices are mailed in the anl|jver-
and again, presenters emphasized Wt o5 month, and there is no other follow-up. Please don't ||pse
what Gen Xers seek more than anythin . . .

else is authenticity. Presiding Bishof| YOUr membership by inadvertence or mail error. Please chedfithe
Frank Griswold, in his keynote addresg|| address with each issue and renew in a timely fashion.
said that what younger adults are lookin There are importantissues facing the Church on which youjwill

forwhentheywalkinto achurchis“glim-|ll find OPENof use and interest.
mers of authentic community.” Their un-

stated message is, “What | really want i
you, not your constructed piety.”
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The changing context of music and liturg

and Liturgy” was the theme for thema in liturgy (Bruce Stewart).
annual conference of the Associa- Bruce Jenneker, Phoebe Pettingell, ar

tion of Diocesan Liturgy and Music Com-Clay Morris brought ADLMC members
missions November 15-19, 1999, hostedp to date on the work of the Standin
by the Diocese of Fond du Lac in Oshko€ommission on Liturgy and Music. Inter-
sh, Wisconsin. est focused on the plan for prayer boo

In his keynote address, Charles Fulrevision to be presented in Denver thi
ton, president of the Episcopal Churclsummer, which envisionsthe secondrea
Building Fund, essentially recapitulatedng of the revision in 2012. The first
much of the information presented at thé&riennium (2000-2003) would largely be
last Trinity Institute, forcefully remind- spent collecting data and forming tas
ing the audience that boomers and subsirces and drafting committees. Ther
guent generations are notfilling the pewsvould be an interim report in 2006, fol-
or taking on the responsibilities of churcHowed by first reading in 2009.
membership. They are interested in spir- Phoebe Pettingell, chair of the expan
ituality, Fulton said, but find traditional sive language committee, described th
worship boring because it lacks visuahext volume in the series whi&mnrich-
excitement for those raised in this technang Our Worshipis becoming. It will
logical era, is not “professionally” pre-offer rites and prayers for ministry with
sented, and incorporates music that thehe sick and dying, and a special rite fg
“hate.” He emphasized the importance athe burial of a child. If authorized by
diversity, urging us to “count the onesGeneral Convention, it will be published
who aren'’t there.” For diversity to flour- by Church PublishingGleanings: Es-
ish, more than one kind of music, liturgy says on Expansive Language with Praye
and education must be offered. for Special Occasionsdited by Ruth

Each morning began, as it has for th&leyers and Phoebe Pettingell, is sche
pastseveral years, with “Awake My Soul,"uled to be available by the time of Generj
a morning office drawn from various Convention.
sources and including extensive hymn On the question of same-sex bless

The Changing Context of Musictionary (Joe Russell), and the use of dr{

singing from bothThe Hymnal 1982nd ings, Bruce Jenneker declined to be spi|t

Wonder, Love, and PraiselThe most cific aboutthe SCLM report, saying only

Editor’'s note

This issue comes to you as
combined Winter/Spring 2000 is
sue. A family illness during thg
past several months has consum||d
significant amounts of time ang
energy, and | was unable to tur
my attention to preparation of thi
issue until the conclusion of th
academic year at Seabury-Weg
ern. | apology for the lengthy de
lay in getting this issue to you.

This issue marks the conclu
sion of Leonel Mitchell's service|
as Book Review Editor, a positiol
inwhich he has served since 199
I am deeply grateful for his many
years of faithful service and hi
unfailing support of me in my
work.

Elizabeth Morris Downie, RecH
tor of St. Jude’s Episcopal Churc
in Fenton, Michigan, has assume
the post of Book Review Editor
She will be more fully introduced
in the summer issue.

RuTtH MEYERS

moving ofthese officeswas led by Georgéhat it would consist of short, “crisp”
Emblom; the extended time of singingstatements of key issues with a short bib-
was structured around the reading of thikography, and would be both ecclesio-
statement to the court made by Matthewogical and pastoral, embodying rever-
Shepard'’s father. The statement was dence in the face of mystery.

vided among ten readers, and each seg- In addition to the usual business and
ment was brilliantly illuminated by the courtesy resolutions, the conference re-
singing of a carefully chosen hymn, consolved to support and encourage efforts
cluding with Holly Near's “We Are a to develop suitable canons for equitable

Gentle, Angry People.” practices for appointment or employment;
Workshops were offered on churchevaluation, accountability and discharge
space and starting a new service (Charl&é®om position for all who minister in the
Fulton), musical leadership asinstrumenthurch. Resolutions to develop plans for
of change (Julia Huttar Bailey), liturgicalscholarship aid for young liturgists and
presidency (Janet Campbell), enrichingnusicians to attend the ADLMC confer-

ourworship (Phoebe Pettingell), newtechences, and to engage “those who are not

nology (Frank Hemlin presenting the CDpresent” in the life and work of the Asso-
ROM publications of Church Publishingciation were also passed.
Incorporated), the Revised Common Lec- ELizaBETH MoORRIS DoOwNIE

VISIT OUR WEB SITE
WWW.
associatedparishes.
org
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Considerations for amending the burial rite

Popular culture says that death is alocal funeral directors became accustomed
intrusive and unusual aspect of humato our unusual practice and worked with
1. Some Anglican principles for experience, to be removed as quickly ass helpfully.
burial practices possible from the domestic setting and Popular culture and some of the strands
mediated by professionals ininstitutionabf Protestant American religion empha-
éettings, from hospital to funeral homesize the duality of body and soul, inwhich
is no liturgy that more frequently COI_For the _Chri;tian, death is a transiti_omhe soul is godly and important an_d_ the
lides with cultural and social expecta-from life into life, and professional assis-body a corrupt, unclean, and unspiritual
tions than The Burial of the Dead. Heret&nc€ is helpful for specialized functionghing. At the time of death, in this under-
the diverse practices of Episcopaliango d_o With pa_in relief while dying, medi- standing, it_ is desirable _to get rid of the
raised in many religious traditions and:al investigation after death, hygienic storbody as qwc_kly_as po_s_S|bIe gnd have_ no
acculturated in regional and ethnic pracz-_ige and transport of the body, a_md thmore to do Wlth it. Religious ritual |_n_th|s
tices meet traditional forms of worship apke, and of course for urgent asmstancand_erstandmg focuses on the spirit seen
a time of pain and distress, and the prie¥\fhen deathis unexpgcted._ Butwhen defiﬂs I|ber§tted from th_e prison _of flesh.
must decide how far to keep to Anglicar?ccurs at home and is anticipated, family Anglicantheological tradition empha-
custom and how far to concede to thgnd members of the church communitgizes God’s love for us manifested through
wishes of the bereaved, and must balan&a2Y properly perform some of the functhe incarnation, Jesus Christ’'s coming in
the evangelical moment in a Communit>;ions necessary if they feel z_ible—w_ashing\e flesh of our humanity _and passing
facing death with the pastoral concern fO?nd shrouqllng the body, takmg a Ielsurelﬁ_ﬂrou_gh s_ufferlng and deathinto resurrec-
individuals, including the one who has arewell with prayers at the time of deatttion life, just as we also shall be raised
died. and afterward—and they may ask the funto eternal life. Through the incarnation,
The 1979 Book of Common Prayer(Io_r?eraldirectorto wait until these ministra-all the matter_ of creation.has_ been hal-
490) states: “Baptized Christians are proptlons are complete and t_he loved ones a_rewed, espemally humankind in our bod-
erly buried from the church.” Nonethe_ready befqre the .body is tak_en away. ies. For this reason, the body.should al-
less, in the Midwest where | ministere:i;)‘ave had f|ght.s. with _fun_eral directors (_)n/.vays.be present, Whgn pos§|blc_a, at the
until just a few months ago, social custo ehalf. of families wishing to take thlsfmgl liturgical celebration Qf life in the
and the funeral industry place pressure Q(?1><tra timeto care for a body at home,.bLEplscopaI Church go.mm_umty, th.e funer-
families for a funeral home service, and terms of the grief process such confhctgl. The body, whenitis laid §S|de in death,
am grateful for this strong rubric. Duringare well Worth the energy. . s honorgd in the community for its ser-
amember's life. the church is the central In the parish | served previously invice and is bid farewell at a funeral litur-

’ tg’oston, we began a wonderful custom afy.

JENNIFER M. PHILLIPS

I n my ministry as a parish priest, ther

er?(;: ?hgfprll:(:eovrvr:];es?sa;lidi;l:]eoS:isr:?ée inging the body to the church forevening In this time of AIDS, many of those
the sacraments for the life of ministry in Isiting hours and having arota of pairs ofvho die of HIV-related illness struggle
the world. For this reason, it is appropriparishioners keep watch through the nighwith deep ambivalence about their bodies
ate that the church, rather than a funer&fith prayers and psalms for each houand sometimes feel ashamed or unclean,
home, be the site not only for the funera‘i‘m" the funeral the following morning. or that their disease-damaged bodies are
itself, but for the opportunity for the bodyPeople who had not known the deceasadjly and hateful, or that they do not de-
to be visited, bereaved friends and famil€SON in life sometimes helped with theserve to be welcomed in the church as the
to be first comforted by the community, atch, and some reported grace-filledhouse of God. Bringing the body home to
and farewells to be said to the deceasé&: periences of prayer in which they felt ahe church is a poignant and powerful
member. Historically, the deceased on eep acquaintance with the one who haglgn that the community’s love is not
might be laid out on the dining table a ied. Lights burned, and coffee and crackwithheld because of AIDS or any behav-
home—not acceptable to most modern rswere available to watchers, who neveor that broughtinfection, that God’s love
the church is a splendid alternative. Vis_ound the experience creepy or frightenfor us is not withheld because of HIV
iting hours at a funeral home tend to feéf‘g but rather universally reported find-infection, and that HIV does not make the
like visiting a loved one in some combi-n9 it peaceful and contemplative. Webody impure or unfit to be in holy space.
nation of a motel and a brothel, rather thay€re pleased to have taken back the mavhile other branches of the Christian
a setting where that person was loved arfbaStiC tradition of caring for our deceasedhurch allow memorial services to take
greeted and made welcome in life. ViSit_oved ones and liberating them and us ake place of the funeral, it is really only
ing hours in the church may be arrangeH‘UCh as possible from the commerciaduitable for Episcopalians to hold a me-
just prior to the funeral. world of the funeral parlor! A few of the morial service if the body has been lost,



10 / Open /WhiefSpig200
|

destroyed or donated to a medical instituagain until the liturgical pall is removedball song! | tend to be lenient in this but
tion, or by rector’s permission in case ofs the casket leaves the church for buriakview the lyrics carefully before con-
extraordinary pastoral need, or if it hag'he rubric (BCP p. 490) does not poinsenting.

been necessary to hold the funeral of aut that the pall places every dying Epis- | find many mourners approach funer-
member elsewhere and a parish contopalian under the same sign of the crosal planning thinking they want entirely
memoration is desired. Cremation, if chowhether rich or poor, loved or forsakenupbeat and joyful music, while my expe-
sen, should take place after the funeralieteran or pacifist. A note to this effectience suggests that what they need is
and there is no theological objection to itwould help readers of the prayer book tonusic—and prayers—which encompass a
A note might suggest that, if there is ainderstand why their floral tributes arerange of emation, including the mixture
compelling reason for cremation beforeset aside at the church door. While flowef sorrow and joy which the prayer book
the funeral, the container of remains magrs, the flag, notes or other particularitiementions in the note (rather hidden away)
be placed on a small table at the front ahay accompany the casketto the grave on page 507. Mourners often ask for an
the nave, covered with a small pall (duneral home, at the church, the commoRaster “hymn sandwich” service, possi-
corporal or even a chalice veil with apall says we are all equal before God. bly punctuated by “How Great Thou Art,”

cross would be suitable), with the paschal “On Eagles’ Wings,” or “Amazing Grace”
candle beside. The eucharist with bagpipes. There is a legitimate de-
At or before the time of death, Episco- sire for more music than seems expected

pal clergy properly encourage members Itis generally desirable and helpful forby the prayer book. Options for a com-
of the church to consider organ donatiorthe burial of an Episcopalianto take placenunion and postcommunion hymn cer-
in cases where this is possible. Removél the context of the eucharist. | believaainly could be spelled out.
of donated organs takes place immediat&€ should not be hesitant to say so in the |n paradisun{The Hymnal 1982354)
ly after death, and like a post mortenprayer book. The sacrament nourishelsas been sung for centuries by Christians
examination (autopsy), it delays a funeradnd strengthens the community inits grieds the body leaves the church. Out of my
only slightly, if at all. Neither medical and reminds us of the way we are joineddmittedly Anglo-Catholic sensibility, I'd
procedure prevents a body from beingogether with the saints, living and deadpve to see it lifted up as a strong option
brought to church or viewed at visitingin the body of Christ. A note might addfor closing (it is now last of a list of
hours. thatin pastoral instances where commuranthems on BCP 500)—even if after a
ion does not seem fitting, it is quite suitrousing Easter hymn. In the Midwest,
2. How might the burial rite be able that at the next Sunday eucharisti¢ost people prefer a triumphant Easter
amended? gathering of the congregation of the denymn finale, but often out of the un-
ceased or chief mourners, prayers for thermed assumption that all plainsong is
. dead beincluded. Thereis lively debate ahournful. Perhaps a young composer
Receiving the body present among Episcopalians whethehight take on the task of setting the won-
In the next formatting of the prayerreception of communion should be limit-derful words ofin paradisumto a con-
book, it would be helpful for the “Recep-ed to baptized Christians. A funeral is atemporary tune. It would also be nice to
tion of the Body” (BCP p. 466) to be2¢caSion where the most generous hospiee the plainsong music for the Bruce
placed at the start of the burial rite instealft!lly seemsfitting; atthe least, Christiangord *Give rest O Christ" and "I know
of in “Ministration at the Time of Death,” Of Other denominations should be explicthat my Redeemer lives” (#S380Tihe
Reception begins when a body is broughfly Invited to share the comfortand heal:Accompaniment Editidout not included
by the undertaker to the church. It is mef'd ©f the sacrament, and possibly "alin the pew book for congregational sing-
at the door by a priest and other membel¥N© hunger and thirst for God in Christ'ing) more easily available for funeral use
of the congregation, might be sprinkledMdNt also be welcomed to receive. by those with traditional tastes. A set of

with holy water, and is greeted with _ o troparia such as those collected by the
prayers, covered by a pall, and carried JYusic for the burial rite congregation of St. Gregory Nyssen, San
wheeled into the church by pallbearers. Francisco, might be included inamusical

A casket may be open during visitin%) The deceased parishioner may leavg,pplement for funerals, along with some

hours in the church, but if so, it is close references, and the bereaved family may the hymns favored by particular ethnic
request hymns. It would be helpful for azpiscopal communities.

before the funeral and not opened agaill.’ ¢ « itable hymns to be appended to ' '
If the casket has been covered by a flag e rite. In this case. too. the priestmay be Contived onfolowing pege

flower pall during transportation, this isfaced with reauests for “favorites” from
best removed at the door of the church 9

renlaced by a lituraical pall. and not use(?opular culture or other religious tradi-
P y gical pal, ions—even the deceased’s college foot-
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The sermon is still a need for new hymns for the burialAt the grave
of children. A more contemporary prayer

The sermon at an Episcopal funerahf commendationisincludedinthese new Most priests have found themselves at
interprets the Good News of resurrectiomaterials, as is a litany which might besome time using “The Committal” with
to the congregation. While the deceasesliitable for the moving of a casket fronsome added prayers as the only funeral
person is remembered and her or his lifgearse to grave. service for someone who has died. Per-
celebratedinit, the sermonisnotaeulogy Collectsinthe burial rites | and Il offer haps mourners and deceased are barely
in our tradition. Those who might wish tog rich array. | would welcome some addiconnected with a congregation. Perhaps a
speak at the funeral or, more suitably, atigons that might be used for the burial operson died far away and a funeral was
reception following it or at the gravesidean unbeliever, for someone fallen awayeld there, but the body returned to its
do so only as invited at the presider'srom church, and for funerals where halhometown and home community for buri-
discretion. the mourners are from another faith tradial; @ duplicate burial rite seems no more

Over time, | find | have become moretion. There might be additions, too, thaproper than a duplicate wedding for some-
adamant about this limitation ofaddress sudden and violent death, préne married away from home, yet the
speech-giving during funerals. Ifin a contracted miserable death, or circumstancd®me congregation needs a chance to
gregation the mostisolated, unloved menywhere mourners are extraordinarily anmourn and say farewell. An expanded set
ber were given as eloquent and careful gry about the death, or at the one who h&§ committal options might include
memorialization as the most populardied. A prayer suitable for a memorialPrayers which acknowledge the connec-
well-educated, influential member, perservice for one who has donated oneon ofthe body of Christwhere the funer-
haps eulogizing would not turn into abody for medical research would be usedl took place with that gathered for burial:
popularity contest—but too often there igy|. forexample, “Fromthe hands and prayers
no one butthe priest, or perhaps alone lay “An Order for Burial” (BCP p. 506) of our sisters and brothers in Christ in
eucharistic minister, to speak of the faithallows much flexibility for services, but Freeport, Maine, we receive the body/
ful life of a shut-in member. the language of the prayers in the tw@shes of our sister in Chri¢,___, for

Eulogies nearly always, in my experi-purial rites does not provide for interfaithburial. May God comfort all who mourn
ence, gloss over the imperfections anflinerals and other pastoral occasiongnd strengthen our bonds of love in the
difficulties of a life to present a falsewhere spaciousness of language woulgody of Christ.”
image. The priest can see the lie, in suctbmmunicate Christ more effectivelythan Committal prayers mightinclude some
circumstances, inthe pained eyes of someduplicated trinitarian doxologies. Ansuggestions for expansion of the grave-
of the mourners. Truth must be spokealternative form of prayers of the peopleside service. | would also like to see a
when the community faces death—kindlynight be inserted to meet such needs. prayer for the burial of an unknown per-
but plainly spoken, for the good of thedismissal from the Committal might beson added. Though most Episcopalians
whole Body of Christ; that is the homil- gdded: might seldom hear it used, the presence of
ist's job in the sermon. Truth is told as such a prayer would remind the church of
part of the greater Good News of the Presider Go in peace; the souls of all all those who die unidentified and for
Gospel. Whenthis happens, even astrangwho die rest secure in the hands of whom the tender ministries of clergy (par-

er in the assembly will sense the integrity God. ticularly hospital chaplains) are called
of the message and hear that Christ is thepeople Thanks be to God. upon.
truth and life for those gathered. | have | would also welcome a short form of

had more than a few people join th@erhaps such prayers mightacknowledggommittal designed for military burial,

church as aresult of attending a funeral rkspect for the faith of the one who hawhere a funeral has taken place at the
would favor arubric that strengthened thelied or awareness of the lack of faith, an@hurch, a small party of mourners accom-
limits on eulogies within the burial rite atrespect for the differing faiths of thosepanies the casket to the military cemetery,

the bottom of BCP page 495. gathered, while bespeaking the Christiagnd there is a fifteen-minute slot for
community’s hope for those who die.prayers in the chapel there, but mourners
The prayers Suggestions for psalms and scripture reagannot go to the graveside and must leave

ings might also be expanded to includéhe casketsittingin the chapel. Here some
Letme note here that new materials fofaterial that addresses a broader rangefyers and hymns tailored for a veteran
the burial rite of a child have been compastoral complexities than those on BCRT Veteran's spouse would be helpful,
pleted for consideration by the Generghp 494-5 and that makes explicit for thalisplaying the flag is quite suitable, and
Convention this summer, along with exyye-observing preacher and officiant thathe sprinkling of earth with the “dust to
panded prayers for the time of death anghose Jisted are suggestions not prescrigust” prayer does not fit at all.
ministration to the sick, and for the with-jons. On the other hand, encouraging Epis-
drawal of life-sustaining treatment. There copalians at civilian burials to consider



12 / Open /WhefSpig200
|

more, itis a matter of singing as the means
Music by MakA. DeW. Howe in that process of conversion, and it is
easy to imagine that the process and the
singing might take over one’s whole life—
& prospect to which most modern con-

bert’s new boolEntrances: Gregori- song—subordinating and subduing to gumers would be hostile.

an chant in daily life(New York: larger whole all the impulses glorified by Le_arning _to s_ing together, especially
h learning to sing in a style as remote from

F}he post-1600 musical style we of the year

I have recently read Rembert Herbe made of people praying together i

Church Publishing Inc., 1999). Herberta society of radical individualism, wit
here sets out the possibility of chant beinthe aim of a more profound relationshi .
used in praying communities, as a mearne God—-is a tough sell in the year 2000.2000 know best, Is arduous work. .

toward deepened Whatinterests me about Herbert's pro- Such a model would b_e n?OSt readily
corporate contem- posal is how it looks in relation to otherwork_able as an urban pans_h S use, prop-
plation and more models of contemplative prayer that seelﬂbIy ina place vyhere there_|s an_aca_de_mlc
faithful living. In to be springing up, including community. It is hard to imagine it in

: : o . some of the small rural parishes most
constructing his ar- * Taizé-style services dioceses have. Itis also ag endeavor that
gument, he makes :

* Noonday gatherings for centerin i
liberal use of the y 9 g 9presumes an intellectual presence, for so
- prayer much of what Herbert describes is so
works of Christian . . . )
. . ¢ Choral Evensong or Compline as aleeply rooted in a non-televised, literate
writers from Origen . y .
sort of “sacred concert” at the end of @nvironment.
through Teresa of : . . .
Avila, including Sunday afternoon or evening SoEntrancess about a kind of “use”—

' These examples invite peopleinto quia means, if not necessarily a text, of
Gregory the Great, . X Id. But th C 'sideathat “all the whol
Bernard of Clairvaux, Gregory of NyssaetnessI in afncl)(l_s)(/j Wfor - But they arepra?/er. hrzlilnrr:werskl) ?a at“a : hewboe
and John Cassiakntrancess an effort exlf"‘m'? esh‘? ﬁ n ?1 C?(nsﬁm?r'st mgnream sha a\I/Ie ud one uTe I_as ezn
to graft monastic practice onto twenty—ta ity, in which one checks the listings inlong gone, swallowed up in pluralism an
: o i ; .~ the newspaper and then chooses frogiven local variety. The use according to
first-century parish life. Itis an appealing’,. ibilities. dipoinginto th Rembert Herbert Id not be simpl
presentation, throughout which Herberg|verse§os§| "t'ﬁs’ |Ip]E)|ng|nto.t l?n?ir-l err; tir t_erther wouf no t_e IS|mpy
reminds the reader that the idea of §St Me fltatl(()jn chapel for z (?wc pic _Oﬁab—ta |s,|cI e l;set?3 a par IClI,: ar par-
particular style of music beingapathwafne'Upo me |tat||ve.prayer ,e ore retufr]ms_t;_ u :NOU in _a(r:] TE a sn;)zli gro_ltjﬁ
to greater humility and wisdom is totally'ng to continue clawing one’s way up thewithin a larger parish. The problem with
anachronistic corporate ladder or logging billable hourghis, it seems to me, is the almost certain

He is right. That community could bell cl)ne S consultlﬂg bus:jnelsa. ] c?argeﬁ oLtr}!ngs like ?]htlstm, mteller::tu]d
built through music is not an alien con- n qontrast,ft N rrlm el erert s_ug3i|sm_ (Let' c |ev?js ac art1_ gr(t)rt:pts ould
cept today; after all, consider the bumpegeslt(s is (cj)r_le of regular, slow, sustalnem:?j_m tatljn),tan se|||3ara |sn':h ta (\;vout y
sticker that reads “Peace through music.Word’_ ar|1 t:t pres_upr;])oses agl_cf)pegneﬁsh |Irec cda asmafgrou?h_ atha Sop_e_,:[
Buttheideathatstrenuousdemandsmigﬁtra ical change in heartand ife. Furthemis plan as ameans of growth in the Spirit.

The promise of such a small-group use
would be the growth in a distinctive path,
rather like EFM groups, that served to
the practice of Jewish mourners of havingame way . . . but then | favor real breatlelp deepen the faith of its members.
the casket lowered into the grave andver wafers for communion, too, thatwe Another question nags me. Is it possi-
together shoveling soil to begin buryingnay do what we say in Anglican worshipble that Herbert’'s model, which is based
it, or at least taking a turn to throw a in monasticism and therefore presumes a
handful of soil into the grave, would, to | hope these reflections, unabashedlyillingness to live a certain ordered and
my mind, greatly enhance the grievingppinionated as they are, will open diacorporate life, could be used in whole
process at burials. In Missouri, a priestogue about creating broader options focommunities? It seems to me that an en-
must often argue forcefully with the fu-Anglican burial as we begin the nextire parish could choose a musical prac-
neral director to have an inch of earth lefinillennium in the American church. tice of prayer (Herbert is firm in his con-
uncovered by Astroturf so that she may viction that it must be western monopho-
(with purpose-brought trowel) cast earttlennifer M. Phillips is Vicar of St. Augus-nic chant, though others might equally
on the casket at the words of committatine’s Chapel, Kingston, Rhode Islandargue for another style of singing) as a
Bringing a baggie of nice tidy beach sandnd a member of Associated Parisheway of life, and find it to be a metaphor for
does not make graphic (sacramental) théouncil. the Reign of God. In my view, it will be a
returning of the body to the earth in the great day when that happens.
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reveals the operative principal, “We have
Books ediedbyLeondl Michd moved with strong currents of scholar-
ship and changing social contexts over
the past fifty years from an understanding

: : f liturgy as primarily something that is
: | f the BCP 1979's contents and' "9y as P y S 9
Jeffrey Lee.Opening the Prayer Book analysis of the S contents anSaidto something that isoné (p. 127).

Volume 7 in the New Church’s Teachingts implications for living (5 through 7). : .
Series. Boston: Cowley PublicationsThe last chapter, “Looking Toward theThe end result IS _to show that the living
1999. pp. ix + 198. $11.95 (paper) Future,” addresses concerns, problen&rayer book tradition has become at once
and opportunities before the Episcopdinore complex (a greater number of vari-
The title of this book represents aChurch (again in a larger and ecumenicﬁbles) and_ more 3|mp|_e (the fundamental
wonderfully appropriate pun. Onecontext) as the process of liturgical re-Shaloe of Iltgrglcgl act|o_n emerges more
the one hand, the work is intendedhewal continues. The book concludes Witﬁlearly)' T_h's tra_ugctory 'S most likely to
to help the reader discern and understarsgholarly endnotes, a listing of resourceg,(_)mInue I Tevisions aimed at a more
the contents of the 1979 Book of Comand a helpful “Questions for Discussion"\’_\"deIy'appmp”ated renewal in pastoral
mon Prayer. Yet by section. liturgy.

its attention to the These things all attest to the informa- This reviewer can personally_ attest
historical context of gat people throughout the Episcopal

tive nature of the book. Another aspec hurch di d ina thi
the prayer book tra- that makes it engaging is the author’ urch are reading and receving this
dition as well as the

frequent contribution of vignettes drawn ook with thanks for the qualities re-
general history of

from his own and others’ pastoral experi—marked above. It will continue to be use-
Christian worship,
the book is, on the

ence. At one point, for instance, he def-u! o parish study groups, worship_com-
scribes his trepidation about“meetingth@'ttees’ and other_lntgrested parties be-
other hand, aninvi-2 needs” of a couple new to the Episcopﬁau_sef‘ of the creatl\(e interplay the book
tation to the readers o Church experiencing thigiduum using exhibits among pertinence, accuracy and
to expand their liturgical knowledge andhe BCP 1979. In the potentially adversgommendatlon.
appreciation. So far, then, we have four afircumstances of a gymnasium setting
the seven gifts of the Spiritas enumerateghere he, as a pastor sent “to grow a
in the baptismal liturgy. Insofar as thechurch,” had led the congregation’s wor-
author accomplishes these things exce$hip during the Good Friday veneration
lently this book is a most welcome andf the cross, these two came up to hird. Neil Alexander, edwith Ever Joyful
worthy addition to the series, and readerafter the liturgy and said, “This is it. ThisHearts: Essays on Liturgy and Music
who persevere to the end will have reis exactly what we have been looking foHonoring Marion J. HatchetiNew York:
ceived good counsel, lovingly offered.and did not know how to ask for it—Church Publishing, Inc., 1999. 448 pag-
There, that's seven! And to get such aomething older than what the pastoes. $24.95 (paper)

measure and quality of spiritual gifts all athought up last week” (p. 20). Such sto-
once makes this book a graceful bargaimies not only abound throughout the booT his is a wonder volume of essays

WiLLiam H. PETERSEN
Bexley Hall Seminary
Rochester, NY

Another way of evaluating this book is tathey serve to inspire the imagination— celebrating the life and ministry of
say thatitis atonce engaging, informativelerical and lay— as we continue together Marion J. Hatchett, liturgical
and persuasive. In the first instance, Fan the pastoral implementation of liturgi-scholar, teacher, pastor, musician and
ther Lee attracts our attention withimmeeal renewal. priest of the church. Dr. Hatchett taught at
diately insightful comments that provide Chapter 5, “A Baptismal Church,”fol- the University of the South for forty years,
the organizational spine of the book, e.glpws immediately upon an historical pre-shaping the worship life of the Episcopal
“the prayer book’s history has been theentation of the development of the Amer€hurch.

history of our self-understanding” (p. 6).ican BCP—a story which will fascinate ReadingWith Ever Joyful Heartss
Others besides Anglicans who seek tthose who do notknow it or have not fullylike taking a mini-sabbatical. It contains
understand our tradition will, on the basisppreciated it. Here the persuasive trajeessays written by twenty-three scholars of
of this rubric, find the story which thetory of the book begins in earnest. Fronthe Episcopal Church on various topics,
author mirrors quite informative. Succesthe centrality of the paschal mystery in théncluding church history, Christian initia-
sive chapters, then, move us from a theotelebration of thériduumto the exposi- tion, hymnody, sacramental theology, rit-
ogy of prayer and an overview of thetion of baptism, eucharist, daily office,ual, ethics and justice. Almost all of the
development of Christian worship (1 andhe commentary instructs with apparengéssays contribute new insights and invite
2), to a history of the prayer book tradiease. In Chapter 7, “Liturgy in Action,”

tion (3 and 4), to a liturgical-theologicalthe author makes all this come alive and Contied onioloning page
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the reader into new avenues of thinkingory of the American church and the efues to give abundantly to the life of the

and imagining. fect of American political and social his-Body of Christ.

The volume opens with an engagingory on its development and pastoral use. JeaN CampeeLL, OSH
article by Paul V. Marshall entitled@di- These are important contributions to the St. Mark’s Church
um Politicum Odium LiturgicumSec- discussion around confirmation, and one Chelsea, New York

tionalism and the First American Prayercan only hope that they will be required
Book.” Through the views of Samuelreading, especially for bishops, as wér. Jean is vicar of St. Mark’s Church,
Seabury, Bishop Marshall identifies thamove toward future revision of the litur-Chelsea, NY, a member of the Standing
historical realities that shaped the churchy. Commission on Liturgy and Music, and
in the North and in the South before, There are a number of essays on hynvice-president of Associated Parishes.
during, and after the Revolutionary Warnody. The eucharistic theology of Isaac
The article provides a new understandingvatts is discussed by Daniel B. Stevick,
of the forces shaping the church at thathile J. Neil Alexander offersinsightinto Gordon W. LathropHoly People: A Li-
time as well as a context for comprehendhe eucharistic hymns of John and Charlesrrgical EcclesiologyMinneapolis: For-
ing our own divisions today. Wesley. Harry Eskew focuses on thdress Press, 1999. x + 246 pages. $29
Jill S. Burnett chronicles the fifty-year shape-note folk-hymn tradition and thghard cover)
history of struggle in General Conventiorstory of its discovery and subsequent
over the proposed ordination liturgies fospread and incorporation into congrega oly things for the holy people” is
deaconesses. It is a piece of womentonal song. H the ancient invitation to com-
history that rarely gets heard. Both Charles Price and Boone Porte munion recorded in the fourth-
Five essays are particularly concernedontributed to this volume and have sinceentury Mystagogical Catecheses attrib-
with questions surrounding confirmationdied. | suspect that these were the lasted to St. Cyril of Jerusalem, and the
In each article, new insights are broughdrticles they wrote: Price onthe images afongregation’s response is, “One is holy,
to the current discussions about the rolater and baptism in the Gospel of Johrgne is Lord, Jesus Christ.” It is this dia-
of confirmation and its meaning in theand Porter on one of his great loves, thiegue which sets the theme for Professor
church. Byron D. Stuhlman offers per-Daily Office. Lathrop’s two volumegsloly Thing(re-
spectives from the Byzantine traditionin  Several essays provide insights thatiewed in Spring 1997) artdoly People
which rites have changed in response twill be valuable to anyone who preache#f you shared this reviewer’s enthusiasm
the context of the society in which theyon a regular basis. In a wonderful synopfor Holy Thingsyou will wantto read this
are celebrated. David R. Holeton brings ais of the work of New Testament scholecompanion volume. If you have not read
new understanding of the development adrs on the language of the kingdom anthe earlier volume, start with this one, for,
the Reformation understandings of conthe parables, William H. Hethcock raiseslthough deeply interconnected, both
firmation in an essay on the influence ofhe urgency of preaching the kingdomstand alone.
Bohemian reformers. Leonel L. MitchellSuch preaching will be marked by urgen- Lathrop’s own comment on this dia-
traces the journey of Marion Hatchett'scy, will be confrontational, paradoxical,logue gives the flavor of his approach:
scholarship and influence on the initiaand mysterious, willinclude hope, carries
tion committee of the Standing Liturgicala message of inclusively and unity, and “Holy things for the holy people,”
Commission, and the contribution he madeill emphasize justice. Thomas Talley sings out the presider, inviting and
in shaping the current understanding docuses his scholarship on the develop-warning at the Eucharist, affirming
baptism as full and complete initiationment of the triumphal entry into Jerusa- the centrality and the holiness of both
into the church, and confirmation as afem in the Palm Sunday liturgy. the proffered food and the surround-
adult ratification of the baptismal cove- Joseph Monti raises anew the ques-ing assembly. “Only one is holy,”
nant, a model which Hatchett discoveretions of the relation between the liturgy counters the voice of the assembly,
was proposed by Cranmer and not patrignd the moral life. He explores in depth the people evidencing the truth about
tic in origin. Ruth A. Meyers chronicles sacramental theology with arenewed sensehemselves and the truth that any sym-
the evolution of Massey Shepherd’s viewsf power for truth and justice within the bol apart from the mercy of God and
on the role of the Spirit in baptism/confir-worshiping community. yet affirming, because of that mercy,
mation. As scholars argued the theology In a short review it is impossible to both food and assembly as the very
of confirmation, Meyers notes the waysover all the essays. This has been one ofocus of God'’s presence. (p. 211)
inwhich Shepherd’s understanding of théhe most stimulating books that | have
interaction of scholarship and contemporead in a long time. There is material t®ialectic, reversal, and juxtaposition are
rary pastoral concerns moved him to altggonder, kernels to chew on for preachingsey terms in his understanding of a litur-
his points of view. Linda L. B. Moeller and quotes for newsletters. It is a work ofjical ecclesiology, which begins with the
explores confirmation’s place in the his-abundance in honor of a man who continchurch as a eucharistic assembly and the
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relationship of that local assembly to thé¢ions as cultures change (p. 226). “Wéng “An Apology for Variable Liturgical
Catholic Church “at all times and in allneed to tell the truth about what we capace,” “Theology: Liturgical Space,
places.” He is not alone in wondering thatliscover from history. We also need to b&aying What We Mean,” “The Place of
“There are now local Christian gatherable to criticize what we find in history” the Dead: Christian Burial and the Litur-
ings that have no perceived interest ifp. 123). gical Environment,” and “Preaching and
historic or catholic connection, no inter- | do not intend to disparage Anglicarthe Potential of Liturgical Space,” dis-
est in being anything but local placediturgicaltheology by recommending thiscusses what our buildings say about our
answering individually perceived needs, Lutheran work so strongly, but | think thatintentions and our worship. An After-
and his conclusion seems inescapableathrop provides an insight to be profitword contains several points on which
“to the extent that these are indeed Chrigbly juxtaposed, to use one of his favoritd\dams has rethought his original essays.
tian gatherings, they are in need of chalvords, to the usual Anglican approachSpace prevents one from afull discussion
lenge and exhortation” (p. 64). reminding us that our mission is “to sebf these thoughtful and suggestive arti-
He goes onto ask what a congregatioout the holy things in an assembly otles. To look at a single example, in his
has to do to be the biblicglahal the needybeggars,”whoin God’s unfathomeiscussion in “Expansive Language: A
Christianekklesiain communionwith all able purpose are called to be the holyatter of Justice” he reminds his readers:

the other assemblies throughout spaqeeople of God. “One needs to remember, in all this, that
and time which comprise the Catholic LLM thelanguage of the liturgy is only partial-
Church. Doing this requires “practices,” ly contained in the texts provided in the
which he defines as “things Christian peo- Prayer Book. There is a much broader

ple do together over time in response t@illiam Seth AdamsMoving the Furni- context in which these words serve. The
and in the light of God'’s active presencéure: Liturgical Theory, Practice, and words of the formal texts are joined by
for the life of the world” (p. 75). This Environment New York: Church Pub- other words, those from the Bible, those
approach steers a middle course betwedishing Incorporated, 1999. viii + 172 used to do the congregation’s business by
sitting back and expecting God to dgages. $19.95 (paper) way of announcements, those words of-
everything for us and attempting to earn fered in song, those words employed in
rewards through good works. He discuss- dams, the J. Milton Richardsonthe fashioning of indigenous prayers and
es these under the headings, “The PraA Professor of Liturgics and Angli- those used in preaching. Whatever mat-
tice of Assembly,” “The Practice of Par- can Studies at the Episcopaters of justice are rightly raised about the
ticipation,” “The Practice of Leadership,” Theological Seminary of the Southwestformal texts, these same matters of justice
“The Practice of Unity,” and “The Prac-has pulled into a single volume elevemust also inform these other words. The
tice of Holiness.” essays published since 1982 on the threurch’s commitment to justice, when it
One of his most penetrating and cenaspects of worship identified in the subtiis shown forth in texts, must find worthy
tral insights is that “the essential mattertle. Not only do they suggest moving thecompanions in the rest of the language of
are always juxtaposed to each other ariurgical furniture in our heads, they alsahe liturgy. All our speaking must speak
always themselves made up of at least tweframe the discussion of a number qstly” (p. 31). In this time when the

juxtaposed elements: readirgelpreach- issues. Episcopal Church is looking toward
ing, teachingand bathing, thanksgiving ~ Part One: “Thinking Something Dif- prayer-book revision we need to hear his
andreceiving the food” (p. 113). ferent,” includes essays entitled: “Chrisfurther comment: “Fixing the words’ is

There are many others, such as, “Altian Liturgy, Scripture, and the Jews, Anot the point; justice, and godly mercy,
preachers should strive to see that thefroblematic in Jewish Christian Rela-are. Here we are at the essential matter.
sermons say in words the same thing thibns,” “Expansive Language: A MatterAre we (thatis the church, notjust liturgi-
the bath and the cup say in actions. In thef Justice,” and “The Prayer Book Theolcal revisers) able or willing to see the
church, words should be edible, like breadygy of Ministry” which propose new ways need for a revised liturgical vernacular as
and just as full of grace. And the bread obf thinking about these issues. Part Twaa matter of justice at all?” (p. 33).

Christ should be seen as a ‘word,’ indeetDoing Something Different,” includes  Adams brings the same degree of in-
one of the strongest words we have to sdifhe Eucharistic Assembly: Who Pre-sight and provocation to his other essays.
the truth about God, the world, and oursides,” “Given and Shed for Whom? AMy copy is full of marginal markings
selves.” Study of the Words of Administration,” which highlight comments | had hoped to

Warning us that communion with the"On Liturgical Hospitality” and “De-cod- use in this review. Readers will be spared
Churchthroughout the ages does not mearg the Obvious: Reflections on Baptis-more of my choices and are encouraged
imposed liturgical uniformity, he remindsmal Ministry in the Episcopal Church”; to make their own collection of favorites.
us that Christian liturgy is “a practice ofthese raise questions about whatis said Ay conclude, this is an enjoyable book to
holiness in dialogue with a culture,” andhe way we worship. Finally, Sectionread, even if one would disagree with
that dialogue will produces many varia-Three: “Moving the Furniture,” contain- Adams at one point or another. Itis attrac-
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tively laid out and printed. Although thereCooper’s eclectic essay, “Who is Likeglican thought. Perkins and Baxter are
is no bibliography, there are full notes aGod? On Not Mistaking the Pointing Fin-Puritans; Andrewes, Bramhall, Taylor,
the end of each chapter which can guidger for the Moon,” and Frank Griswold’sand Thorndike are “Caroline Divines”;
the interested in further reading. The firstonfessional essay on the interdependenBatrick was a Latitudinarian; Herbert a
page of each essay is highlighted by af Word and Sacrament. Lee Mitchell hasnystical poet; and Hooker the great Eliz-
photograph which sets the tone for thalso written a forward-looking essay orabethan theologian. Stevenson does not
discussion which follows. In all, it would liturgical reform. Interestingly, he is theattempt to resolve their differences but
make a good addition to one’s own li-only author to take into accountthe changather underscores them to show some-
brary or a good gift for someone who iss the computer is making and will makehing of the breadth of classic Anglican
concerned with the renewal of Episcopabn our ways of being the Church. baptismal theology.
worship. Mark Mclntosh’s piece on the recov- In the opening and closing chapters,
Ronalb H. MiLLer — ery of spirituality and the doctrine ofthe author sets a context for the historical
AP Coordinator Christ is an example of a younger voicatudy. He borrows three terms from Brian
Baltimore, Maryland and one that seems to have a better graGerrish’s study of Calvin’s eucharistic
on the issues of contemporary culturetheology to identify three views of what
The sense that one is left with after readsacraments do. The first is “symbolic
Robert Boak Slocum, editok.New Con- ing the whole collection is that surely thenemorialism,” the view identified with
versation: Essays on the Future of TheoHoly Spiritis the only force strong enoughZwingli’'s sacramental theology, which
ogy andthe Episcopal Churddew York: to keep this church from flying instantly makes baptism a memorial of what Christ
Church Publishing Inc., 1999. x + 335nto a million fragments! has done for us. None of the nine writers
pages. $23.95 (paper) The future of the church is bound to béall into this category, although Perkins
more ethnically diverse, less male-domihas some leanings in that direction. The
The title of this book is misleading. nated, and younger than this book imagsecond is “symbolic parallelism,” identi-
One expects the voices in a booknes. Itis less likely to operate out of thdied with Bullinger, Zwingli’s successor,
entitledA New Conversatioto be old paradigms of the institution and moravhich carefully separates outward and
new. This is not the case. Of thdikely to be in conversation with the cul-inward baptism, but sees them as “simul-
twenty-seven authors, twenty-five argureand technologyinwhichwe live. Andtaneous and parallel.” Perkins and Bax-
male, most are white, and a little researchecause of those differences, the queter, he describes as holding this view. The
yields the fact that the average age of tH@®ns that are asked and the suggestionshers all hold “symbolic intrumental-
first dozen of those authors is 62. Thestor answering them are bound to be newsm,” which Stevenson calls a “reformed
are not, by any stretch of the imaginationonetheless, as a snapshot of the EpiscGatholic’view, that of Calvin, Luther,
new voices, nor is their conversationpal Church at a particular time in historyand Hooker, which sees the sacraments as

with a couple of exceptions, new. Andthis book is valuable. “visible words,” consisting of both the
sadly, many seem to have been ignorant ANNE WRIDER  sign and what is signified. “The water of
of the subtitle of the book. While a num- Vicar baptism,” he says, “conveys the gift of
ber of the essays are on theology and the St. Ambrose Church salvation in the sacrament itself; faithful
Episcopal Church (though notall are even Chicago Heights, IL reception begins from that point.” Taylor
that), few seem to take seriously the task and Patrick, however, he feels veer slight-
of imagining what the future of theology ly toward symbolic parallelism in insist-

mightlook like. Many of the authors seenKenneth Stevensoiihe Mystery of Bap- ing on the importance of holy living. As
to have taken this opportunity to bemoatism in the Anglican TraditiarNorwich: Taylor said, “The Church gives the sacra-
the sorry state of things or to put forwardCanterbury Press, 1998. viii + 214 pagesnent, God gives the grace of the sacra-
theiridea of what would “fix” the church. $15.95 (paper) ment.” Stevenson himself prefers the term
All of that having been said, the book is “symbolic relationalism™: “Awholesome
still worth reading. If a person wanted to enneth Stevenson’s new book isacramental theology is about God's ac-
see the Episcopal Church as its senioK afresh look at the baptismal writ-tion and our faithful response.” This in-
generation sees it, this is well worth the ings of nine distinguished Angli- sistence on our response, he feels, is the
reading. There are two or three youngeran theologians of the sixteenth and segtrength of Perkins and Baxter. “All of
authors in the mix, but by and large, thignteenth centuries: William Perkins, Ri-our writers,” Stevenson concludes,
is an older “crowd” and represents somehard Hooker, Lancelot Andrewes,burnedwith a deep and lasting convic-
of the huge spread inintellectual commitGeorge Herbert, John Bramhall, Jeremtion about the centrality of baptism not
ment and interest that are realities in ouFaylor, Richard Baxter, Simon Patrick,only in the worship of the Church but in
denomination. and Herbert Thorndike. They do not, othe life of the Christian.”

Particularly interesting are Robertcourse, represent any one school of An- LLM
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A new prayer for the Church of England

PHiLLiP Tovey

CommaonWaoarshiplater this year. Perhaps the most interesting is prayer H, which came into being late in the

The General Synod of the Church of England has now authorized eight eucharistic prayers to be published in

life of the Synod and was rushed through with general consent to be able to be published in the new volume.
This short article looks at the text of the prayer and gives some comments on it for wider interest. First the text; the

bold type is said by the congregation.

Eucharistic Prayer H

The Lord be with you. or The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation

in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened wide his arms upon the cross
and made for all a perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night before he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them saying:

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.
Father we do this in remembrance of him:
His body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins

do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of Him:
His blood was shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine,
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!

Commentary

The genesis of this prayer is in the July 1999 General Synod
ofthe Church of England. In a debate on the eucharistic prayers,
it became obvious that there was considerable concern that the
prayers were too much of a “monologue” and that there was a
desire for “interactive” prayers. In one sense this is a misnomer,
because all eucharistic praying should be done by both priest
and people together, but a common criticism of the eucharistic
prayers in thélternative Service BooKl980) has been the
monologue nature of the prayers. This has led some parishes to
experiment with saying paragraphs of the eucharistic prayer
together. It was pointed out in Synod that the prayers éf$iBe
were not designed to be used in this way and that if it was the
desire of Synod to have “interactive” prayers it would be better
to compose afresh one such prayer. The aspiration of Synod was
clearly voiced by Bishop Colin Buchanan, the unrepressable
evangelical bishop and liturgist. The result was that Synod saw
a draft prayer, which had been composed overnight, and mem-
bers were invited to send in their comments.

The prayer returned to the November Synod, where a large
number of amendments were proposed. This is one of the most
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frustrating elements of liturgical revisionsdren is likely to return to the agenda of theNembers of the Council of
in the Church of England. Twenty mo-Church of England. One evangelical com- A iated Parish
tions can be introduced on a eucharistimended the Roman Catholic provisionin Ssoclate arishes
prayer, changing it line by line. It soonthe debate, saying she would prefer to USE 1
became apparent that this was nonsenshis than have nothing. Juan M. C. Oliverpresident
by changing “this,” but not “that,” Synod Jean Campbell, OSHijce president
could end up with something thatdoes not The Church of England has thus proClayton D. Crawleysecretary
cohere. So standing orders were suspendiiced a new an innovative prayer, pray%arlos H. Mercado, Jiseasurer _

. . . .Robert J. Brooksat-large member of executive
ed while a creative procedure was deveH. It awaits to be seen as to how thi§, mitee
oped. This enabled the prayer to go baglkrayer will be received in the parishes.
to revision committee and the points raised@here are some indications that it will becouncil Members

to be considered further in committeevery popular in some traditions. Valerie Ambrose, Salem, OR
hi d d th y pop John Baldovin, SJ, Cambridge, MA
This was done, and the prayer was re- Robert J. Brooks, Washington, DC

vised. In the February sitting of SynodPhillip Tovey, a priest in the Church ofjean Campbell, OSH, Wappinger Falls, NY
there were further proposals for amendengland, is a Training Coordinator in Clayton D. Crawley, New York, NY

ments from the bishops. It was asked whihe Diocese of Oxford and a member céﬂ.e Morris Doss, Mandeville, LA
lizabeth Morris Downie, Fenton, Ml

their Lordship_s ha}d not done this at theiGeneral Synod. Marilyn Haskel, New York, NY
own stage of viewing of the prayer. As the John W. B. Hill, Toronto, ON
amendments would have made the prayer Mark A. DeW. Howe, Poughkeepsie, NY

Jeffrey D. Lee, River Hills, WI
Katherine M. Lehman, Menlo Park, CA
Barbara Liotscos, Toronto, ON

longer, Synod kept the prayer as the revi-
sion committee had suggested.

The prayer is designed to be, as was Henry I. Louttit, Jr., Savannah, GA
said above, interactive. When presiding . . A. Maylanne Maybee, Toronto, ON
using the prayer it feels very much £\SSociated Parishes Carlos Mercado, Jr. Rochester, NY
dialogue. It has been carefully constructCouncil meeting Barbara A. Mitchell, Victoria, BC
ed so that “presidential elements” are Clayton L. Morris, New York, NY

kept presidential, e.g., the dominical The Council ofthe Associated Parishjuan M. C. Oliver, Garden City, NY
words and the epiclesis. It might be queses held its annual meeting at the Duncasennifer M. Phillips, Kingston, RI
tioned whether this perpetuates concep@onference Center in Delray Beach Mayrmonde Plater, New Orleans, LA
of consecratory moments. 3-8, 2000. Much of the meeting waguan C. Reed, Chicago, IL
It ends with the Sanctus. This waspent in “open space,” a meeting form yigel 2. Renton, Berkeley, CA
- ' : . p p ; p ' 9 Abonald Schell, San Francisco, CA
questioned in Synod: although it mayused by Council in recent years to enablgusan M. Smith, Berkeley, CA
have been the theory of E. C. Ratcliffeenergized and creative conversation aboBgul E. Strid, El Cerrito, CA
that early eucharistic prayers ended ititurgy and mission. One evening was _
this way, should that be so now? Also, thepent exploring music with local guestds o2 Members
Y, ?Also, thep ploring m OCal QUESIyijs Charles, San Francisco, CA
effect is to remove a congregationafrom the Association of Anglican Musi- joachim C. Fricker, Burlington, ON
“Amen,” something which is commentedcians (AAM). At another session, ecu-aul Gibson, Toronto, ON
oninscripture. Nevertheless itwas decidnenical guest John Baldovin spoke tétichard F. Grein, New York, NY
d that this was a suitable developmer@ouncil about the status of liturgical re—':rank T. Griswold Il, New York, NY
e P . . g Marion Hatchett, Sewanee, TN
and that the Church of England could baeewal in the Roman Catholic Church tomark L. MacDonald, Fairbanks, AK
involved in a modest development olay. Leonel L. Mitchell, South Bend, IN
tradition. Throughout the weekend, CouncilVilliam H. Petersen, Rochester, NY
One big issue is of a prayer that isnembers worked in small groups to IaNeff Powell, Roanoke, VA
. ne big - i pray . : ; group PlaRnomas K. Ray, Marquette, Ml
suitable for use with children. The Churctdaily morning and evening prayer. Fol-orris G. Walker, Jr., Garden City, NY
of England is slowly moving to allowing lowing each service, we gathered to rg-ouis Weil, Berkeley, CA
children to receive communion beforeflect prayerfully on our experience.
. . L . . . . . _Honorary Members
confirmation. In places where this is so Council business included discussion
there is a demand for suitable eucharistiaf new brochures, which are in the provivian Kingsley, Holland, Mi
prayers. The composers of this prayeress ofrevision, and election of new meMichael W. Merriman, Townsville, Queensland,

admitted that this was not intended to filbers. (A list of Council members is in-Australia
Peter C. Moore, Seattle, WA

that gap. However, it Wlll be more sun_—cluded in this issue.) _ _ Borden C. Purcell, Athens, ON
able for “all age” worship as expressed in A fuller report of the meeting will Frederick W. Putnam, Edina, MN
the “Family Service” movement. The is-appear in the next issue. Samuel E. West, Richmond, VA

sue of prayers suitable for use with chil- RutH MEYERS
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Associated Parishes publishes a series of brochures. Please THE PARISH WORSHIP COMMITTEE

indicate the quantity you want: A guide to the selection, formation, and operation of the
committee.
THE DAILY OFFICE: A Guide for Individual and
Group Recitation AFTERT_HOUGHTS o )
In addition to taking the reader through the offices of A collection of columns, visionary, daring, and often outra-
morning prayer and evening prayer, this brochure provides geous, by the late Henry Breul.
short discussions on the nature of prayer and the historical
background of the daily office. ASSOCIATED PARISHES AND THE MAKING OF
THE 1979 PRAYER BOOK
HOLY BAPTISM: A Liturgical and Pastoral Commen- History of AP, by Michael Moriarty.
tary ]
A redoing of the earlieMinistry —Holy Baptismprovid-  Price
ing detailed discussion of the pastoral, theological, ardd19 copies $3.00 each
practical concerns of Christian initiation. 20-49 copies $2.50 each
50+ copies $2.00 each
PARISH EUCHARIST
Aredoing ofAI_D‘_s first bro_chure toreflectthe present pray Payment enclosed (sent postpaid)
book, emphasizing the primacy of the eucharistasthecentral—————————
act of every Sunday in parish life. . . .
y yinp $ Please bill me (including postage
THE CELEBRATION AND BLESSING OF A MAR- and handling)
RIAGE
A practical and theological guide to the rite of holy matrimoWrite check to Associated Parishes and send with this page to:
ny. Revised 1996!
Associated Parishes
THE_ BURIAL QF THE DEAD: _A Commentary PO Box 27141
A guide for k_)ur_lal using the |ns_|ghts of_ the prayer book t altimore, MD 21230-0141
redeem Christian dying from its captivity by the funera
industry.
Name
HOLY ORDERS: The Ordination of Bishops, Priests, Aeress
and Deacons City
A brochure discussing the rites as presented in the BookStaite/Province Zip/Code
Common Prayer and in the CanadBaok of Alternate Country
Services
rr-———— —""~—"Ff«~—H™—™—™"F"—"H—"™—F—™—F—"F—/"/TF7"D/"=//"/FT"DH/  ™7mvyF/ /] 77/ Y —/—/—/ —/ — T
: AP Membership Form :
| Associated Parishes |
| PO Box 27141 |
| Balimore, MD 212300141 |
|  $0  RegularMember, 1year q $150 APFUHerirdsmemjed Open |
| g $5  RegularMember,2years q §l00D50 AP Paonfundsrepinsofbrodures |
| g $0  RegularMember,3years q 010 Sustaining Member |
| g $15 SudentorReiedMember, 1year q $00 Life Member |
| q Group (3armore, $15 per personoopy of Open,makedibaneaddess) # x$15=$ |
e s chod
I _ I
| Name Diocese |
| Address Parish |
: Ciy SeteProvince__ ZplCode Country :
Fax E-mai |



Benedicite Canadensis

BARBARA MITCHELL

Glorify your Maker, you works of our God,
Wonder at God who endures for ever.

You sun and moon and clouds and winds,
Constellations, curtains of shimmering light,
Winter and summer, autumn and spring
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

You mountains and valleys, prairie and field,
Snowdrift and avalanche, drizzle and ice,

Coastland and badland, floodplain and berg
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

You cedar and fir, you maple and birch,

Arbutus and cottonwood, willow and spruce,
Pinewood and fruitwood and walnut and oak
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

Trillium and paintbrush, berry and shrub,
Sagebrush and lichen and mushroom and sedge,
Yard flower and pond flower and seedpod and bud
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

You muskox and bison, wolf cub and marmot,
Grizzly and puma, wapiti, moose,

Raccoon and carnivore, field mouse and fox
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

OPEN
Associated Parishes
PO Box 27141

Batimore, MD 212300141
(410)752-0877

Addresssenicerequested

Salamander, garter-snake, turtle and frog,
Black fly and deer fly, mosquito and wasp,
You algae and mildew and beetle and worm
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

Cardinal and raven, puffin and tern,

Snowy owl and magpie and eagle and finch,
Gosling and trumpeter, mallard and loon
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

Orca and dolphin, blue whale and cod,
Salmon and sea star and walrus and crab,
Scallop, anemone, otter and kelp

Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

You immigrant, native, refugee, guest,
Worker and student, people of God,
Homedweller, traveler, invalid, seeker
Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

You pioneers and elders, descendants and youth,
Martyrs and saints of the threefold shores,
Angels at watch over homeland and sea

Proclaim to our God your thanks and praise.

Barbara Mitchell, a priest in the Anglican Church of Canada,

is a member of the Council of Associated Parishes.
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