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Baptism and eucharist: challenges

ministry to people on the outside of estab- Without denying the potential power

ANDREW WALDO lished religious practice. The rationaleof such an experience in a eucharistic
Our church is currently engaged in aalso appears as areaction against thinkirsgtting, scripture does not uniformly sup-
rapid movement toward open eucharistpf baptism as a “ticket to communion,”port the idea. For though Jesus did indeed
meaning open access to communion rénplying that maintaining our historic eat with tax collectors and sinners, the
gardless of one’s baptismal status. Thipractice is mere legalism and rigidity. institution of the sacred meal, ameal to be
essay on the subject of open communion We can indeed be effective at puttingeaten “in memory of” him, took place
emerged from a spontaneous discussialp barriers between our faith communiwith his disciples alon&The sixth chap-
at a clergy conference in the Diocese dies and those who are seeking to belontger of the gospel according to John con-
Minnesota in the spring of 1998. It wadntryingto getaround such barriers, thertains much upon which our eucharistic
presented at our fall 1998 clergy conferis power in the possibility that someondeaching is based. A close reading of the
ence at the invitation of Bishop Jelinekfrom “off the street” might, in an unex- whole chapter suggests that there may be
In the meantime, | have developed ipected moment of grace, be fed at a sa-difference between the Last Supper and
further to take into account several newered table with believers. On the surfaceghe many other meals Jesus ate with peo-

er insights and observations. itwould seem this is precisely what Jesugle, however fundamental these other
did all the time. meals also are to our understanding of
he wave of fervor to remove bap- him. It is a difference that seems to have
I tism as an “obstacle” to commun- to do with the belief and commitment of
ion, as proponents identify the . his followers, or at least this may be how
problem, has failed to articulate an ade- Insie the disciple community interpreted eu-
guate theology of what is for us a core ) charist by the time this gospel account
theological, pastoral, and ecclesiological General Convention 2000, by was composed.
guestion: whether baptism should contin- Jean_CgmpbeII,OSH. """""" 5 In the Johannine account, as Jesus
ue to precede communion. The question WorshpinJubiee 2000 by begins to explain to the crowds that God
usually comes up in relation to printed Rm. T e 7 providesthe bread from heaven that gives
and spoken announcements about who is mgﬂmqﬂi\esm ) life, many among them say, “Sir, give us
welcome to come to the table and specif- d‘mgesmNahAmelmn this bread always.” When Jesus proceeds
ically whether the word “baptized” should hymnodyinthe pastinerty- to tell them thabheis “the bread of life,”
be voiced in that invitation. heyeasbykaenB, they start to interrogate him. Since he was
Parishes by the dozens have moved to WeseedTuder. e 9 teaching this in the synagogue at Caper-
adopt an open practice, so the practice is Faend ASvagk:a"ne naum, the first objections were raised by
obviously in place. In my view, however, Common Worship , ty Ap those who we can assume were religious
we have not considered the consequencesTOV?y' """"""""""""""""""""" 12 authorities. But the concerns are not lim-
to our identity, our baptismal theology, or Musn,byMarkHowe_ T 14 ited to them. For some of his disciples
our ecclesiology, except in a reactive chis,edEIzebelI’Wb’rs were also bothered by the teaching. When
way. Downie ) S 15 they SOUght comfort from him aboutit, he
As | understand it, the rationale for \I/’Zlggmo"am :SamuelE & came back again with the challenge that

communion being open to anyone, re- > : this particular teaching was “spirit and
gardless of their baptismal status, has PaTEEspoTESs...by life.” Offended, many who had been fol-
partly to do with hospitality and partly to JATWBH . 20

do with the radical nature of Jesus’ own Contirued anflowing pege
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lowing him decided this was too much;
and they abandoned the quest. At the end
of this passage, only the twelve were left,

and Jesus already suggests that one of

What precise relationship open communion has to

them is “a devil,” as he puts it. It is worth the formational process of baptism has not been
noting that this momentimmediatéd-  mgde clear to me. Very little in the way of substantive
lows the feeding of the multitudes, an . .

Occasion some Wou|d C|a|m Supports in_ theology has been ertten abOUt It at a.”.

discriminate eucharistic table fellowship.
Jesus is already aware that following hira
will take a specific and radical commit-
ment on the part of each disciple.

This passage atleastis enoughto raise
the question about just what sort of meatiommunity memory and identification  Regarding social anthropologists, John
we are serving on a Sunday morningvith Jesus? It is certainly about belongWesterhoff, among others, has taught us
around our altars. Is it primarily abouting. But if it is about memory and identi-much, especially with regard to catechesis
hospitality-and thus more like Jesusficationandabout hospitality, which has and adolescent formation and rites of
meals with tax collectors, sinners and ththe prior claim? Ois one claim prior to passage. Those teachings include the in-
multitudes—or is eucharist primarily abouthe other? Neither this passage nor owightthat over the millennia humanity has
desire to freely communicate the love oformed its most powerful loyalties and its
God are, | think, enough to answer thisnost clearly defined communities through
_ question. We have to dig also into theshared ordeals. In nearly all such commu-
Oenis published four times a year by the Associy, e stion ohow we form our identity as nities, the ordeal is preceded and fol-
ated Parishes for Liturgy and Mission. Copy dead=_, ~." . .. .
lines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, and Dec. 1 f&hristian disciples and the nature of baptowed by ritual acknowledgement of the
publication the following month. Editorial office: tism itself transition the ordeal is supposed to enact.
Ruth A. Meyers, @en Editor, Seabury-Western  There are two tacks | want to take hereEntry into the catechumenate at one stage

Theological Seminary, 2122 Sheridan Rd., Eval ; : : :
ston, IL 60201, office (847) 328-93000F(847) "One has to do with the work of sociafollowed some time later by baptism at

328-9624, EwalL : r-meyers@seabury.edu anthropologists and the other to do witlthe Easter Vigil have historically t_)een
what the Book of Common Prayer 197%ur faith’s most analogous expression of
Editor Ruth A. Meyers  accomplished around baptism. On théhis process.

Editorial Commitice latter, | can’t imagine that any of us are  What precise relationship open com-
Ruth A. Meyers, Elizabeth Morris Downie, Or- ungrgteful for the revisions to the bap_tismun?on has to the formational process of
monde Plater, Marilyn Haskel, and John W. B. HillLmal liturgy. The profound strengtheningbaptism has not been made clear to me.
_ _ of the form and substance of our baptisvery little in the way of substantive theol-
Manuscripts (preferably WordPerfect files on 3.5y rite has begun to bear all sorts of fruibgy has been written about it at all. Rich-
inch disk), cartoons, letters, and other communica- . .
tions may be sent to the editor at the editorial officd! OU _church. There is nowa r_m_Jch morard_ Fabian, rector pf St. Gregory of Nyssa
explicit standard for Christian living. The Episcopal Churchin San Francisco, wrote
B|00k Revi%V\éEdlitor iabeth covenant is more solemn in its presentan article inOpenin Fall 1994, which
Please send book review copies to Elizabeth Morri ; ; : : :
Downie, 106 E. Elizabeth St., Fenton. M| 484?)Ofﬁon, and more peopletg_ke |tser|ously._ltiie0nel M|t<_:hell cautiously challenged in
2322 or edownie@voyager.net. _honesty about the realities qf human livthe same _|ssu'éSara_l Grant, a _Cathollc
ing—we are tempted, wedo sin, wedo nun in India, has written an articl&ut
Production Manager Ormonde Plater fajl-is coupled with a dramatic proclama+there is little yet that communicates pre-
Proofreader ArtJenkins  tjon of the freedom from sin and deatfeiselyhowopen communion contributes
The Associated Parishes, Inc., is a nonprofit Orga\/_vr_nch trust and identification Wi_th Christ to the formational process. Fabian’s_ arti-
nization. Office: PO Box 27141, Baltimore, MD bringto us. The bar has beenraised by thite almost shuns the idea of baptismal
21230-0141, (410) 752-0877, call before faxingprayer book’s baptismal rite. And, in-preparation. | have heard of another more
Membership dues of $30 per year ($15 forstudentijaaqy | can think of little that has sarecent publication, “Font to Rail or Rall
include subscription to €N and all brochures. . N .
helped to enliven us these past couple ¢d Font?” but | have not seen it and cannot
Coordinator Ronald H. Miler decades than the Baptismal Covenant, itbmment. It must be said of the other
_ . use in our liturgies, and its effect on ouexamples that only Fabian argues for of-
www.associatedparishes.ord\yoric in the world. As a result, | think weficial change. What we need to know
Copyright © 2000 by Associated Parishes, Inc. Alf€@lly have begun to have a better idea fabout his parish, _hpwe\{er, isthatby many,
rights reserved. who we are and to what purpose God ignot all, reports it is unique among Epis-

calling us. copal churches and that he and his associ-
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ate have spent nearly thirty years deveération. nificant emotional barriers that prevent
oping this way of living the liturgy within A few years ago, Roy Oswald led aecisive, differentiated and creative lead-
their community2. None of these articles clergy conference in our diocese and askestship from happening. It was the second
provides a well-framed description of theabout our catechumenal practices. It wagf these that struck me concerning the
relationship between open eucharist anclear how very few of us have ever had baptism/eucharistissue. He states thatthe
the formation of Christian identity. Of catechumenate of even six months fdicontemporary fashion of valuing empa-
them, only Fabian is talking about takingadults. If this cursory preparation is howthy over responsibility locks us into a
a new approach to Christian formationywe treat baptism, then what does this sgyathological orientation.” This orienta-
and his description inadequately addressbout how powerfully we ourselvesidention creates imaginative gridlock, pre-
es baptismal issues. tify as leaders with Chrish baptisn? venting us from being able to bring about

Even so, we are justifiably suspiciousAnd does open eucharist help us to avoisubstantive change. “. . . Somehow it
of asking people simply to jump throughour teaching responsibilities around théecame popular to believe that feefiog
hoops. Rigid legalismis no answer. Manypaptismal covenarftEven the dismiss- someone [compassion] was not enough;
of us work hard to break down barriersve label describing baptism as a “tickebne had to feelithin them. Far from
that seemto be set before people who m&y communion” suggests that many havbeing empowering,” he says, “valuing
not be like us, or who simply don't be-already moved into thinking that euchaempathy over responsibility actually takes
lieve—yet—and we have a deep discomforist is the destination. away strength as it transfers power to the
with beingsuch a barrier ourselves. We Are we going to trade substantivemost dependent. . .. Most important, the
want to open doors, not close them.  attentive, and deep reflection on enterinfpcus on empathy rather than responsibil-

| wonder, though, if we will in the end the Christian journey in exchange for aty keeps us from seeing that the essential
create the desired effect by opening edrope that being what some would calhature of all pathology is relational in
charist up officially. And | want to be sureradically open (Fabian) will somehowcharacter®
you understand that I'm talking aboutaccomplish the main point about what it | have cited Friedman here, because |
what weput in printand what wesayto means to be Christiah@an we be eucha- found myselfwondering whether our ways
people, not what weowhen the stranger ristically accommodating and atthe samef including and accepting others are
comes to our altar, regardless of what weme offer a meaningful ordeal (Westersometimes guided primarily by oam-
have said and printed. |, for one, havéoff) that forms loyalties and strong faithpathyfor them in the sense that Friedman
never turned away, nor would | turn awaycommunities? Is evehatnew ordering— uses the word empathy. Is it our desire to
anyone from the communion rail. Thehaving fully open communioandfully invite anyone to the sacred meal, regard-
altar is not the place to address the issugeveloped catechesis—the better way@ss of whether or not they themselves
My main point here, though, is that churchWould it not be worth considering howhave chosen a commitment to this eucha-
es everywhere are falling over each otheve are concretely hospitablesvery way ristic faith, because we have empathy for
to be the mostaccommodating, inclusivehat we encounter others—in our narthexheir situation? Is this desire based upon
accepting, welcoming place aroundes, worship services, parish halls, homesur fear of speaking openly about the cost
Sometimes the motives are deep and trueytreach ministries and study groupsef discipleship, or our fear of being clear
sometimes they have more to do witland to invite and walkvith those who and differentiated about who we are as
numbers and fear of offending others, awould learn of costly discipleship andpeople of a covenant, or our fear that
a subconscious lack of confidence in theeek Christ in the waters of baptism? they’ll go away and not join us? Are we
institutional church as alocus oftruthand In this essay, | have used the wordimply afraid that we’ll hurt their feel-
love. | expect that sometimes both mo*open” and the word “accommodating”ings?
tives apply. to describe various intentions. | need to At Trinity Church in Excelsior, Min-

In light of the baptismal rite we now emphasize that when | use the wordesota, where | serve as rector, we have
have, another question has to be asked‘dpen,” I'm assuming that we all want atworked to integrate all generations into
open eucharistis to becomethe norm. Arie deepest level to be open to othersurworship in as unselfconscious a man-
we willing to be asigorousand deepn However, when | use the word “accomner as possible. Young and old are active-
our baptismal preparation as we are  modating,” lintend to convey a sense thdy involved in worship leadership every
conditionalin our eucharistic practice?we are losing something of our identity single Sunday—as cantors, lectors, danc-
We still have many parishes that practicély insight on this aspect came to meers, lay eucharistic ministers, instrumen-
private baptism. Even among those relawhen reading a lecture Edwin Friedmanalists, and so forth. The effect, we have
tively few parishes that restrict baptismgave in 1992, entitled “The Challenge obeen told, is that visitors feel as if they've
to the principal Sunday service, preparazhange and the Spirit of Adventure,” anantered amnclusivecommunity, even if
tion is usually limited to one or two ses-s affirmed in a video of Friedman speakthey themselves have not come to com-
sions. Sometimes, a practice session biexg on leadership.In the course of his munion that day, for reasons that may
fore the service is the extent of the prepdiscussion, Friedman identifies two sighave nothing to do with the status of their
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baptism. People say they feel drawn anldeyondthe walls of a particular commu-32 Richard Fabian, “Patterning the Sacra-
welcomed because we seem to be practiaity. ments after ChristOpen(Fall 1994), pp.
ing what we're preaching. Our verbal Aswe seekto answer these question;4; Leonel Mitchell, “Should the Un-
invitation to communion has also beerthe stakes for our church are profoundyaptized be Welcomed to the Lord’s Ta-
commented upon as feeling inclusivefor we live in a culture that is plagued inble?” Open(Fall 1994), pp. 5-6.
after welcoming visitors, we add, “butthe most deadly sense of the word by “The Bread of Life,” The Tablet(7
especially know that all baptized personandifferentiated inclusivity. And yet in January 1989).
are welcome to receive communion, anbaptism we have a rich opportunity t& | must add that | find Fabian’s descrip-
all persons are welcome to be baptizeghrovide differentiated, strong leadershiption of St. Gregory’s to be seductive. Itis
coming forward to the altar in the meanThe final questions then are basic: Whobviously a vibrant, creative community
time with the community for a blessingare wereally? To whom do we belong?that has a powerful witness to hospitality
during communion.” And how are we going to communicateand a liturgy that looks just plain fun even
This all begs yet another question: ibur faith to others hospitably? as it is evocative. | am not in the end,
we have provided grace-filled hospitality however, seduced. We have a responsi-
in every other way, is it not okay forA Possible Bulletin Notice For Commun-bility to the larger church to probe and
people to say they don’t want to join us?on test, even as we seek to keep our eyes and
Do we so lack confidence that we will beWe invite all baptized persons, regardears open to St. Gregory’'s witness and,
truly accepting in our day-to-day rela-less of age or denomination, to share imcreasingly, to the witness of other par-
tionship with the stranger or outcast? ByHoly Communion. If you have not beenishes.
indiscriminately opening communion, areébaptized, we invite you to come forward® What to do about children, especially
we offering a gesture, even dugst and with the community for a blessing. Indi-young children, is, | think, a different
most deeply preciougesture, as an easycate that you seek this blessing to thissue. My assumption, consonantwith the
atonement for our own shortcomings? Oministers of communion by crossing youmpractice of the early church, is normally
is it because we do not yet know who warms across your chest. After the servicép see children growing up in the Way in
ourselves are in Christ? Or, is it that weve invite you to speak to the clergy abouthe context of a household of faith—family
are unwilling or unable to be hospitable ithe new work of faith begun in you andfirst, worshiping community second. This
other, material ways? about the process of being baptized intehould perhaps be true hewerwe per-
Or, indeedisthere instead a genuine the community of Christ’s disciples andceive the baptism/eucharist question here.
responsible voice here, calling us to a neliving out your faith (A spoken version of The implication of this understanding is
relationship with the stranger and outthis is included in the body of the essaythat we need to be as intentional about
cast? And if so, who has articulated for encouraging and teaching paremisvto
our whole church and not merely for @Andrew Waldo is Rector of Trinity Epis-do Christian formation in theomeas we
particular parish the structure withinwhichcopal Church, Excelsior, Minnesota. are about ongoing nurture of the individ-
that new relationship will take place? | ual children and adults within our faith
would add to this a question about whethNotes communities.
er it is legitimate for us toestrict our I will be accused here of using the samé&Fabian’s comments on catechesis (“Pat-
articulation of a new baptismal/eucharisargument others used to keep women otérning the Sacraments after Christ,” p. 2)
tic theology—a bedrock concern of theof ordained ministry and that some congive the impression that since catechesis
wholeEpiscopal Church—to the particu-tinue to use to exclude gays and lesbiarier early Christians was an almost flagel-
larities of a local environment. It wouldfrom full life in the church. Be assured, llatory ordeal of groveling and penance,
seem that without open discussion tham not. | am, however, suggesting thahodern catechesis is likely to take the
applies to us all, local congregations cathere are in fact a few boundaries thagaame approach and have the same effect.
undermine the broader polity. If the broadstrengthen our identity, boundaries thalt is reasonable to challenge his implica-
er polity is not of concern to the locality innonetheless have some porousness. tion.
which change is taking place, we encourt-My contact with Westerhoff's views on® Edwin H. FriedmarReinventing Lead-
ter the ecclesiological dimension of thighis came in the context of a series oérship(video), Guilford Publications, Inc.,
issue. At the very least, | would suggedliscussions on confirmation and adolest996.
that Episcopal clergy in particular whocent formation that took place in the Dio® Edwin H. Friedman, “The Challenge of
seek this change have an obligation toese of Atlanta between the diocesan Lihange and the Spirit of Adventure” (Be-
make a case for all of us. That way, thargy and Music and Education Commisthesda, MD: Center for Family Systems,
conversation is engaged at lay and osions in 1993-4. 1992), p. 14.
dained levels, and, above all, itis engaged
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General Convention 2000

vivors of abuse and violence as well ass hoped that congregations using the
Jean CampBeLL, OSH 5 avers for one who fears losing hope, foRCL will communicate their experience
Two major pieces of liturgical leg- one suffering from mental distress, foto the SCLM.
islation were passed at Generahose who are developmentally disabled Three new names were added to the
Convention. The first was a re-and after the loss of a pregnancy. Thealendar: Enmegahbowh, priest and mis-
sponse to the 1997 General Conventionjsrayers at the time of death include sevesionary who was the first Native Ameri-
request that the Standing Commission oal new litanies and “A Form of Prayercan presbyter, on June "t12Florence
Liturgy and Music (SCLM) develop awhen Life-Sustaining Treatmentis With-Nightingale, nurse and social reformer, to
plan for the enrichment, renewal, andheld or Discontinued.” A new service forbe kept on August 12 and Philip the
revision of the common worship of thethe burial of a child provides prayersDeacon, deacon and evangelist, on Octo-
Church. Inan extensive report, the SCLMeadings and suggested hymns. Additiorber 11". Several other names were sub-
outlined four major areas of concern: 1al prayers are included for a stillbirth omitted to the convention, including Phi-
data collection to determine the liturgicakhild who dies soon after birth, for chil-lander Chase, Festo Kivengere, C. S.
needs of the church; 2) drafting and revisdren who die by violence or by suicide Lewis, Janani Luwum and William Tem-
ing rites; 3) developing educational andor a miscarriage etc. ple. These have been referred back to the
catechetical materials to support the en- These texts are a hew generation GCLM. Those submitting names were not
richment of our common worship; 4) theprayers reflecting the desire to build anéware of the guidelines includediass-
empowerment and development of worexpand the images and metaphors far Feasts and Fasfer submitting names
ship at the congregational level that supsod as well as to respond to new situder addition to the calendar. Itis also very
ports the multicultural nature of ourtionsinthe contextof our daily lives. Oneapparent that there is a great deal of
church. While the convention affirmedphrase, “God of infinite mercy, we thankconfusion on what it means for a commu-
the work of the commission and a plan foyou for Jesus our true Mother” generatedity to celebrate those who continue to
the renewal of the liturgy, the Programsome debate but was retained. On thmear witness to the gospel throughout the
Budget and Finance Committee reducedhole, the texts were improved in com-generations. One of the principal under-
the funding from the requested $750,00hittee and passed the convention on treandings of the guidelines is that a com-
to $75,000. The SCLM will now have toconsent calendar, which meant that themunity can celebrate without the authori-
determine what aspects can be carried owbuld not be debated on the floor of theation of the national church and that
with the resources available. LiturgicaHouse of Bishops or Deputies. congregations, dioceses, and provinces
renewal is happening at an amazing pace. The convention Committee on Litur-are encouraged to develop local calen-
The real question is when will we commitgy and Music postponed final approval oflars.
the energy and resources of the wholie Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) Article X of the constitution was
church on the one aspect of our life thaty revising the resolution proposed by thamended to include the following sen-
forms and sustains in who we are as th®CLM to adopt the lectionary. There wadence at the end of the second paragraph:
people of God. concernthatthe RCL is notwidely knowr‘Provide for use of other forms for the
The second major legislation was ther used in the church. The lectionaryenewal and enrichment of the common
approval of new supplemental materialsontinues to be approved for trial use, andorship of this church for such periods of
for Ministry with the Sick or Dying and a resolution making some minor changesme and upon such terms and conditions
the Burial of a Child These were ap- to the RCL was adopted. Adaptationgsthe General Convention may provide.”
proved with minor changes and will beinclude the addition of several canticles-or the past fifteen years, the General
published by the Church Publishing Coras alternatives to psalms, keeping th€onvention has authorized liturgical texts
poration agnriching our Worship LIOf ~ Transfiguration gospel on the Last Sunfor use as part of a process for drafting
particularimportance is a revised servicday after the Epiphany, and the prologuaew materials for future “trial use.” This
of public healing including a new litany of of John as the gospel for the First Sundagmendment provides a constitutional ba-
healing, expanded suggestions for scrigfter Christmas. Bishops are encouragesis for this process. As an amendment to
ture readings, and suggestions for hymnto designate several congregationsinthetine Constitution it will have a second
There is an extensive section of prayemioceses to use the lectionary beginningeading in 2003.
for situations not covered in the BCPjn Advent 2000, in order to enhance the There was an attempt to provide a
such as prayers for use by a sick child, faffectiveness of trial use. The SCLMisto
an extended course of treatment, for sudevelop a means to assess the trial use. It Cotiuedonioving page
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more equitable and accessible process f(BCMD) and the House of Bishops Comnot be complete unless | mentioned some-
the authorization of scripture translationsnittee on Theology. A resolution to amendhing about the experience of convention.
to be used in public worship. CurrentlyCanon 1.17.1c to make explicit that per{ was gratified by the number of members
Canon I1.2 provides for the authorizatiorsons who have made a mature publiof Associated Parishes who were mem-
of versions of scripture to be read ircommitment in another church may béers of the Committee on Liturgy and
church. The 1997 General Conventiomeceived, not confirmed, was referred tdlusic. | am also grateful for the ministry
asked that a new canon be written with thilne SCMD. Other resolutions concerningf our Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold,
intent that it would take into consider-the licensing of lay ministers and ac-Clay Morris, and all who shaped the litur-
ation needs of local communities espesountability of such ministers has alsagjies at General Convention. | am con-
cially for non-English versions of scrip-been referred to that commission. Hoperinced that the clarity and authenticity of
tures and, where needed, scriptures in dully Archdeacon Ormonde Plater,amemeur worship together has changed the
accessible level of English. Unfortunateber of the SCMD, will keep us informedtenor of conventions over the years. We
ly, this resolution got entangled in com-concerning developments over the nexre indeed learning to be a community of
mittees. The end result is that the list ofhree years. reconciliation, nourished in Christ and
approved translations remains in the can- Several matters were referred to theent out to be the withesses of justice and
ons with the addition dbios Habla Hoy Standing Commission on Liturgy andpeace.
Unfortunately, versions in English will Music. New additions were requested to The convention affirmed the “Leader-
continue to be authorized by the GeneraheBook of Occasional Servicks com- ship Program for Musicians serving in
Convention and others by diocesan bishmissioning a core group of church plantSmall Congregations” and provided sup-
ops. ers and for inaugurating a newly plantegbort for this program for the next trienni-
The canons were also amended to praongregation. There was also aresolutiomm. This project trains diocesan leaders
vide for a term of office for nine years forto publish alternate prayers of the peopl#® develop a diocesan program for musi-
the Custodian of the Book of Commonras well as material froA New Zealand cians serving in the church who have had
Prayer. The Rev. Gregory Howe, retiredPrayer Book The Committee on Liturgy no formal education as church musicians.
rector of Christ Church in Dover, Dela-and Music noted that the prayers did not [The Blue Book, including the report
ware, now residing in Massachusetts, hdslfillthe 1979 BCP rubrics for prayers of on the enrichment, renewal and revision
been appointed as the new Custodian. Hee people or for a eucharistic prayer, anof the common worship of the church and
has extensive experience as a memberthie resolution was referred to the SCLMhe texts ofMinistry with the Sick or
the House of Deputies Committee orin hopes that there would be communicadying andBurial of a Child can be found
Liturgy and Music as well as serving ortion with the Episcopal Network for Evan-at www.churchpublishing.org. Resolu-
the subcommittee on expansive languaggelism who proposed the resolution.  tions are also available at this site, dvug
of the SCLM. Two resolutions that have their rootsiote of caution: this site gives the resolu-
A paper produced by the Standingn the liturgical revision of the 1960s andions but does not state what specific
Commission on Ministry Development1970s were adopted. One resolution waaction the convention took on each. The
entitled “Toward a Theology of Baptizedan apology to any persons who were “offull summary of actions of the convention
and Ordained Ministry” was proposed tdended or alienated by inappropriate oshould be available from the convention
provide the basis of continuing revisionsincharitable behavior during the time obffice in the near future.]
to Title 1l of the canons. Richard F.transition to the 1979 BCP.” The second
Grein, Bishop of New York, circulated affirmed a resolution of the 88eneral Jean Campbell, OSH, is vicar of St. Mark’s
among bishops and deputies a secor@bnvention that “for pastoral reasons, th€hurch, Chelsea, NY, a member of the
paper dealing with ministry entitledtexts of the Daily Offices and Holy Com-Standing Commission on Liturgy and
“House of Bishops Pastoral Study ormunion contained in the 1928 edition oMusic, and vice president of Associated
Priesthood.” Although no definitive ac-the BCP remain available for occasionaParishes Council.
tion was taken on these papers it is clease under the ecclesiastical authority sub-
that there will be a great deal of discusiect to the guidelines for supplemental
sion around issues of ministry in the comliturgical materials.” Published reports of
ing triennium. Another resolution calledthis resolution do not seem to understand
for “a study on the theology of confirma-that it is not the 1928 rite but the texts that
tion and the relationship of confirmationare for use. The structure of the rite is to
to evangelism, baptism, adult memberbe that of 1979 BCP.
ship, church leadership and eligibility for | have attempted to report on the ac-
election to church office” by the Standingtions of the General Convention concern-
Commission on Ministry Developmenting the liturgy. But this reflection would
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Worship in Jubilee 2000

RoN MILLER
SatgongggeE erember OI)AP f_it”d .. . the planning committee has sought to keep the
reagero rememaoer Crit- . . . .
ical reviews ofworship at Gener- worship of Convention simple, appropriate to the

al Conventions, although a quick search ~ gathering and the space, and to provide symbols that

did not uncover such reviews for 1997 or ; ; ;
1094. When the editor asked me 1o re. &€ Visual and tactile reminders of who we are and to

view General Convention worship this whom we belong.
year, it was clear that as a first-time con-
vention-goer it would be a challenge
Planning worship for ordinations and di-
ocesan conventions has been a frequent
responsibility, but the question of scale
and the related issues of distance arglate rather than decorated to look likéal assumptions have guided the design
immediacy were in striking contrast to my‘church.” Centered at the far end was af our common worship—
diocesan experience. Most of us don’farge raised platform with the altar, pul- ea commitment to the rubrics of the
have the opportunity to plan daily wor-pit, several tall candles, and seats for theBook of Common Prayerand the chal-
ship for two to three thousand people; itishancel party. Attention was focused on |enge of the Baptismal Covenant,
good that someone has learned, andthis sanctuary by a number of banners«an acknowledgment that extraordi-
hope that Associated Parishes Counaithich proclaimed “Jubilee” and showed
member, Clay Morris,_who was respor?simorelfaces. A large cross commissionedrep”Cate the worship of a local faith
ble for the overall design and the detailetbr this occasion was carried by two aco- community,
planning, is writing a handbook for thoseytes in processions and placed in a stand, that essentials should
who eventually will come after him. on the platform during worship. On each anawareness tha
Beginning with Wednesday, July’5 table were found a daily service book not be overwhelmed by non-essen-
the first full day of the convention, andwith the music and texts for the day’s tials.
continuing until the last legislative day,service, as well as a smaller leaflet with . L
Friday, July 14, there were celebrationsadditional information about the day orWIth thesg fundame_ntal points in mind,
of the Holy Eucharist at which Presidingabout the remaining daily services. Eachhe planning committee has_ sought to
Bishop Frank Griswold preached, vari-of the leaflets contained the following eep th_e worship of Convgntlon simple,
ous bishops presided, and deacons asthtement of explanation: appropriate to the_ gathering and the
lay persons exercised the liturgical minis- space, and to _prowde_ symbols that are
tries of their orders. Members of the conwhen we gather in corporate Worship,vIsual and tactile reminders of who we
vention community were seated at somee unite ourselves with others are and to whom we belong.
three hundred circular tables of ten, stb acknowledge the holiness of God,
that there might be some sense of intimae hear God’s Word,
cy and an opportunity for sharing in theo offer prayer, : .
Iz;/rge conveﬁgon hallyset aside f%r worand to cpele)t/)rate the sacraments. W'th each_ oth_er and_settmg a standard
ship. Book of Common Prayer, page 8Ejlvmch all I|tL_Jrg|ca_I believers mlgh_t hope
As one entered from the lobby passing to gmulate in their local assemblies. For
under a huge banner of the face of Chrigt is with that thought in mind that theaII its dated charac_ter, the 19.79 Book of
(which closer examination revealed asvorship for the 78 General Convention Common Prayer gives a rubncal_patte_rn
composed of small photographs of mangf the Episcopal Church has beenWh'Ch could _transform ourV\_/orshlp. Itis
individuals), there were large glass bowlplanned. The liturgies that mark thesd™Y observatlontha_t few parishes or cler-
of water, presumably blessed, which redays seek to embrace the richness of o have fully applied th_at_ pattern, b.Ut
called our baptism and which were fotheritage as they explore the directions ithere the)_/ have, worship is indeed rich
many an occasion for blessing oneselfvhichthe Holy Spiritis calling the churchand enriching.

The large hall itself was used in its plairto move in the future. Several fundamerﬁeslﬂe?jeonu\ﬁgi::: '; V\S/;:jnep:/?ir?;rt;(gglri?u:;?s

nary gatherings should not attemptto

This parish priest found this statement
and convention worship in consonance
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cal and musical sources. A variety of

musical groups and styles were balanced . . ,
with appropriate congregational music. 1€ major learning was perhaps that we've come a

The electronic organ was of an appropri-  |[ong way with how we worship, and that when con-

ate scale and used with sensitivity. . . . ..
The texts of the service and music  VENtion is ready to fund substantial revision and

were drawn from a variety of sources. enrichment of the Book of Common Prayer there is a
There was no discemible lectionaryused oy consensus of what worship can be like. I'm
forthe readings; they had apparently been .. . )
selected in consultation with the preacher fmdmg it hard to wait.
as appropriate to the occasion. The eu-
charistic prayers used from Rite Il anc
from the supplemental texts moved from
one to another on subsequent days with
ease and comfort. This reviewer was struck
by the way they all seemed to be “of &ion, butwith these exceptions the serviceorship by themselves, the way the ser-
piece” with differentemphases andimagwas much as the weekdays. A massiwdce was done clearly said more about
es, but all clearly thanking God for life,choir, a very large contingent of younghem than it did about convention wor-
love, redemption, and the hope whichpeople, and Episcopalians from local corship.
moves us into the future. The attentiogregations swelled the throng to near
giveninrecentyears to enriching Episco10,000, but one was not aware of being The convention worship was clearly
pal worship has clearly been of value. overwhelmed, except by processions adnd carefully planned to setthe tone ofthe
Four areas around the edge of the hdtishops and UTO representatives whichonvention, and may well have gone a
were designated as communion stationsould not be seen by most of the congrdeng way to help the business move as it
The loaves of substantial whole wheagation. did. Although there were no blinding in-
bread and flagons of wine were at the sights about different ways to do things
stations on tables as the service began. Perhaps readers would like a sidebam the local scene, this was not intended
During the offertory they were carried toor two describing other opportunities foras “show and tell.” The major learning
the altar and placed on tables flanking theorship. One evening a large crowdvas perhaps that we’ve come along way
main altar where the celebrant was able fammed St. John’s Cathedral for the Inwith how we worship, and that when
visually include them in the offering of tegrity Eucharist. Where the conventiorconvention is ready to fund substantial
the eucharistic prayer. During the fracworship was low-key and, with the tablerevision and enrichment of the Book of
tion anthems, which were suitable hymnsonversations, somewhat discursive, thifommon Prayer there is a new consensus
which varied from day to day, the minis-service was full-blown, no holds barredpf what worship can be like. I'm finding
ters of communion went to the platformgexuberant high mass. Huge processiorishard to wait.
retrieved the consecrated elements, andth incense pots swinging, familiar
arranged themselves in a spacious fashymns sung with full voice, a stimulatingRon Miller is Coordinator of Associated
ion at the stations. (Communions forsermon by Bishop Steven Charleston, arféarishes.
roughly 3000 people took about ten mina massive concelebration made no secret
utes.) of the fact that Integrity, gay, lesbian,
It is hard to fault the worship of con-bisexual, and transgendered people and
vention. A few voices were raised intheir friends were ready to fly.
protest of the limited amount of ethnic At the other extreme were the daily
variety in texts and music, as well as thenasses celebrated in a nearby hotel at the
liturgical ministers. There is some valid-same time as the Convention Eucharist
ity to the criticism, but one can also oband discussion. The one service | attend- V|S|T OUR WEB SITE

serve that the worship accurately exed was in a hotel meeting room arranged WWW

pressed the overwhelming Anglo characand arrayed like a 1950s parish church. A .

ter of those at the convention. Rite | celebration of the “Vigil of the Holy aSSOCiated pariSheS.
Sunday, July§ was the United Thank Angels” featured hymns clearly photo-

Offering Ingathering in an adjoining largecopied from thélymnal 1940three male @) rg

hall, with the Rt. Rev. Simon Chiwanga asgninisters, and a congregation of some 75
preacher. There were no tables or discupeople. If folk really felt it necessary to




Open /Summer2000/ 9

Liturgical perspectives on changes in North
American hymnody in the past twenty-five years

First, have recent writers of Christiancomplexities according to church tradi-
KAREN B. WESTERFIELD TUCKER 55 heen affected by more general chantiens, has been reinterpreted in light of the
This paper was given at the 1998 meetings in worship patterns wrought by efforts'riduum of Good Friday, Holy Saturday,
of the Hymn Society of the United State®ward liturgical renewal? And secondand Easter Day, though many American
and Canada. has a church’s worship been significantlyProtestants in particular have been reluc-
altered by new musical idioms? Thes¢ant to give up the “primacy” of Christ-
n describing the different ministriestwo rubrics—the hymnological implica- mas.
I ofthe Christian community, Reformedtions of liturgical change, and the liturgi- In the past generation, Sunday, the
theologian Karl Barth mentions fore-cal implications of hymnological change-sacraments, occasional services and the
most “our office to praise God,” in which will shape our liturgical perspectives orliturgical year have all received new at-
speech and action coalesce inthe “higheshanges in North American hymnodytention in the structuring of worship and

form of human expression"—singing. Theduring the past twenty-five years. the formulation of prayers. Such reem-
vitality and fithess of the Church’s songin phasis has required hymnic expression as
its doxology, says Barth, is a register of, The Hymnological Implica- well, for theological and pastoral rea-
the Church’s overall health: tions of Liturgical Change sons. The community of hymnwriters, for

the most part, has metthe challenge inthe
production of new hymns that now may

What we can and must say quite con- . f
fidently is that the community which The Centrality of the Paschal Mys be found in official church hymnals and

does not sing is not the community. t€ry in Christian Worship hymnal supplements. Many new hymns
And where it cannot sing in living for the Lord’'s Supper have appeared,

speech, or only archaically in repeti- rhaps the principal focus of litur-though often without the doctrinal nuanc-
tion of the modes and texts of the past; icalrenewal for many churches ining evident in their predecessors—which
t

where it does not really sing but sighs he years since the reforms of Vathayve sometimes, unfortunately, been aban-
and mumbles spasmodically, shame-ican Il has been the recovery of the pagtoned in favor of the newer texts. Surpris-
facedly and with aniill grace, it can be chal mystery’s central place in Christianngly, not as many new hymns dealing
at best only a troubled community Worship. Worship celebrates, proclaimsyith baptism have been produced, espe-
which is not sure of its cause and of and offers thanks for the death, resurreg;ally in light of the attention given by
whose ministry and witness there can tion and eternal reign of Jesus Christ agany churches toward a revitalized adult
be no great expectation. the core of God's salvific work for hu- catechumenate, and there still remains a
manity, butthereis more.WorShip itself—great need for hymns e|ucidating mar-
Change in congregational song is thugnd even the worshipers—is to be shapegge, ordination, sickness, death and, for
both inevitable and necessary as th@ythis mystery through the power of thehose churches that practice it, confirma-
Church in every age renews its committoly Spirit. This has meant affirming tion.
ment to the proclamation of the timeles$unday as the day of resurrection, and, By far the greatest effort has been
and timely Gospel message, and strives tgeally, experiencing Sunday worship agjiven to writing hymns for the church
worship God authentically. a dynamic occasion where, as it was fqjear, allowing some denominations and
If Barth is correct, then we should nothe disciples on the road to Emmaus, thgeir congregations to experience for the
be surprised that congregational song héksen Lord is known through the hearingirst time festal song for days other than
undergone a transformation in the lasef the scriptures and the breaking of thenristmas, Easter and Pentecost (e.g.,
quarter century and, in fact, we shouldread. The meaning of the Easter event grjan Wren's Baptism of the Lord hymn
welcome it as a sign of the Church’d10W perceived as governing the interpre4 ord, When You Came to Jordan”). Itis
liveliness. But, as in every generationtation of sacraments and sacramentajmportant in these new hymns to focus
more is at issue here than simply th@nd uniting them together as variant exgpon the theological and liturgical mean-
singing of a new song in a new dayPressions of the single mystery, such agyg of the christological day or season
Certain costs may be involved. In order téor example, the motif of dying and risingwithout reliance upon climatic metaphor,
analyze the implications of this transforresent in both baptism and funeral rites.

mation, two basic questions will be posed! e annual Christian calendar, of various Cotuedonfolonigpege
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as New Zealander Shirley Murray regy. Thefirst stage of vernacular hymnodyymn-book editors and authors of collec-
minds us: has typically constituted a translation frontions have opted to alter the pronouns or
Latin or Greek—or Hebrew, to considerework lines in older hymns to avoid so-
Carol our Christmas, an upside dowrthe case of psalmody; the second stagalled problem spots. Rather than adul-
Christmas: has been a translation in turn of thosterate extant texts, others have elected to
snow is not falling and trees are not bareversions, as sung praise quickly transcendrop entirely unsalvageable hymns, as
Carolthe summer, and welcome the Chrisid language group and geographical ladid the hymnal committee of the Presby-

Child, cale. Vernacular hymns have also requiretgrian Church (USA) with the notorious
warm in our sunshine and sweetness dfanslation as they crossed linguisti¢Rise Up, O Men of God.” The result has
air. boundaries, and some of those translédeen hymns that challenge the memories

tions themselves have been fine works aif older parishioners or are questionable
Sing of the gold and the green and thpoetry in the new language, as with théterature, and a decline in the number of
sparkle, contributions made to English-languagelder English hymns included in hymn
water and river and lure of the beach. hymnody by Catherine Winkworth andbooks.
Sing in the happiness of open spaces, her publication ofLyra Germanicain
sing a nativity summer can reach! 1855. New Winkworths and John MasorReclamation of Ancient Texts and
Neales have emerged in the past twentyzsical Forms
Shepherds and musterers move over hilfive years, retranslating familiar texts and
side, placing into English (or other tongues) ncurrent with the Roman Catho-
finding, notangels, but sheep to be shorrigxts both ancient and modern. The effor; lic reclamation of vernacular lit-
wise ones make journeys, whatever thaf Gracia Grindal to introduce, into En- urgy and hymnody has been the

season, glish, hymns indigenous to Germany angediscovery of classical prayers, poetry

searching for signs of the truth to beScandinavia has been asignificantcontrgnd plainsong by many Reformed and

born. bution in this period. But unfortunaterFree Church Protestants. Early Christian
. : . many of the old and W"?'e'y sung translaénd historic Protestant liturgies, newly
nght side up Christmas belongs to théons have been lost in order to mak‘aesignated as paradigms for twentieth-
universe, . _ room fpr the_new. century Christian worship, have contrib-
made in the momentawoman gives birth; A discussion of vernacular texts MUS}iad to this interest. as has ecumenical
hope is the Jesus gift, love is the offeringlso take into account changes that occlp versation and Wc;rship. For congrega-
everywhere, anywhere, here onthe eérthover}ime within one particular Ignggaggtional singing, this has meant the presen-
. English speqkers concerned with liturgiza o, of original-language or vernacular
The centrality of the paschal mystery hasal renewal in the last two or three deg’:omponents of earlier liturgies such as
also influenced the organizational struceades have had to address two linguistig . o1, o hilaron the Kyrie eleisonand
ture of numerous recent hymnals thassues which are equally theological CONZyen the biblicai canticles. Many of these
have employed a dogmatic or systematicerns: what second-person pronoun (:,8ieces have been made accessible by the
plan attuned to the history of salvationuse in addressing God and what thir Simple yet engaging music of Jacques
According to this creedal chronology,person singular pronouns to refer to Gogerthier and the community of Taizé.
hymns praising the character and work cdind to human beings. On the first mattefr o Taizé Magpnificat, in Latin or in trans-
God are followed by hymns on Christandhere has been a noticeable shift awa¥tion may be found'in some interesting
the Holy Spirit, which are in turn succeedfrom “thou” to “you,” with Episcopalians pIace:s—incIuding the Christian Reformed

ed by hymns on the Church and its minisin the United States compromising inChurch’s 1987Psalter Hymnal

try. their 1979 prayer book by printing their Besides the music of Berthier, Byzan-
collects in each fom?- Though the Changﬁne chant, Anglican chant and “Gregori-
Vernacular Texts from “thou” to “you” in a familiar prayer _ . hant may now grace Free Church

may pain the ear and raise questions abog@nominational and non-denominational
y

I he approval of the liturgy and itsthe relationship between creature ang 15 a5 musical settings. The wel-

hymns in the mother tongue of aCreator, in hymnody there are the addiz o reception that many of these musi-

particular community was for tional problems of rhyme and mainte<.. t,rms have received may not stem

many Protestants a hallmark of the sixtance of the author's intention-with ot 2y desire for ecclesiastical unity or
teenth-century Protestant Reformatioriithoutthe restrictions of copyright. Com-~f, - yhe reappropriation of elements from
and it has been for Roman Catholics onarable concerns arise regarding the U, cpyristian tradition, but rather from
of the outcomes of the twentieth-centuryf the third person in what is commonlyy, o oo larity in the wider culture as
reformation in both liturgy and missiolo-referredtoas “inclusive language.” Some, jc thatsoundsspiritual”; the mean-
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ing of thetextsis largely regarded asAmericans no longer gather around théound (with a different purpose) in the
peripheral. Who would have thought thapiano, worship also has the distinction omusically-driven “contemporary service.”
recordings of “chant” by Spanish monkseing one of the few places left wherdritish Methodists, for example, have
would generate such enthusiasm and makerporate singing routinely takes place.since the beginning of the twentieth cen-
the charts? In an interesting twist on the In contrast to this encouragement ofury typically used five hymnsinthe course
worship and culture question, it is possieongregational singing (and sometimes f the standard Sunday morning preach-
ble that some skeptical Protestants mawkes a lot of encouragement to get coning service. Their newly published Sun-
receive plainsong into worship preciselygregationsto sing!) is whatis taking plac&ay order continues the five-hymn cus-
because itis deemed to sound generically some churches concerned with providtom, but it also allows for other acts of
“spiritual” and not necessarily Christian.ing so-called “contemporary” worship. | praise to substitute for hymns, and it is
Indeed, a rural United Methodist churctsay so-called, because the only thingslear that the hymns themselves are no
choir | directed readily approved of sing-‘contemporary” are the musical styledongerthe underlying principle of organi-
ing Conditor alme siderurtranslated as and the instrumentation; the liturgicalzation.
“Creator of the Stars of Night” and sungstructure is a throw back to the nine- Liturgical changes in the second half
as plainchantbecause itwas now in vogueenth-century revival. In the way somef the twentieth century have influenced
to “sound like monks.” of these services are constructed, partidihe conception, the construction and the
pation is redefined to mean entertainperformance of hymns for every ecclesi-
The Quality and Quantity of Par-ment. Music is taken out of the voices ofstical tradition. Some church bodies have
ticipation in Worship the people and given to soloists and erbeen more intentional and articulate than
sembles; if there is participation, it is naothers in addressing the relationship be-
he content of Roman Catholic pro_Ionger vocal b.ut kinetic. Man_y in att(_an—tyveen liturgical change and the congrega-
I mulgations on the liturgy dramat-dance don’t miss corpprate_smgmg sm.ciaon’S song. The Roman Catholic Church
ically changed during the courset,hey'\,/e never known it. This c_har_1ge inln_the Unlte.d States hqs tgken the lead in
of the twentieth century, from the motuhturgmal style may have negative |mpI|-th|s area with the pubI|cat|0|j of Fhe Na-
proprio Tra le sollecitudiniissued by cations for the futurg of hymnody as.a|ona_1I .Conferen.ce of Ca_thollc Bishops'’
Pope Pius X in 1903, to Vatican [rsgenre: thg concession to consumerlsMusp in _Cathol|c_Worsh||()1972, 1983)
Sacrosanctum conciliu@onstitution on marke.t—drlven culturg may reduce tharjdL|turg|caI MusmToQaleSZ).Cath—
the Sacred Liturgyand the rites it birthed. capacny.of congregations t_o master morel_|cs have a!so orggn!zed cons_ultanons
A constant throughout the century hagemandlrig texts and_musm that thg bestith ecumemcaiI participants Whlch have
been the fundamental understanding thij{ithetradltlonal hymnic modes providesproduced theMilwaukee Sympos‘ia for
liturgy, which is simultaneously doxolog- . ) i Church Composerg1992) an.d .The.
ical and formative, requires the full, con-Reconfiguring Orders of Worsh|p5nowb|rld”8tatement on Catholic Liturgi-
scious and active participation of the faith- cal Music” (1995). Deliberate deC|§ lons
ful. In practice this has meant for Catho- consequence of the liturgicalShouldbe taken as to how hymns fit into
lics, among other things, a greater rol ferment since the 1960s has beethe overall Ilturglqal scheme rathgr than
given inworship to the person in the pewd for many Protestants the reconrelega_lte them to Iltile more than vymdow
and in many parishes this increased iffiguring of worship orders and the intro-dressing, as sometimes happens in poorly
volvement has taken the form of Congreduction of new elements into the SerViCé.:oncelved and .Implemented WorShlp In
gational song. Previously discarded or entirely new comlocal congregations.

Non-Catholics have also heeded thigonents have found their way into servic- . . .
clarion call for more participation andes. Which have subsequently crowded oJJi0 be continued in the next issue.

have likewise regarded the singing opthers in the efforts of worship leaders to _ . _
hymns, songs and choruses as an appiiwnit the corporate gathering toan houroKaren B. Westgrflelq Tucker |.S Assistant
priate remedy for both clericalism andess. Places for hymn singing have bedrrofessor of Liturgical Studies at the
Congregationai passivity' Some Congrel.ost in some SerViceS; in Others, hymns dPIVInIty SChOOl, Duke UanErSlty.

gations have even adopted what might &raise songs have substituted for prayer

labeled a “parachurch” style of worshipor the creed. Il\lotes .
borrowed from InterVarsity, Navigators ~ Because new ways have been put forKarl Barth, Church Dogmaticsvol. 4,

or Campus Crusade in which long stretchvard to conceive the shape of the liturgypt- 3/2, trans. G. W. Bromiley (Edin-
es of Congrega’[ionai Singing is broken UIEhe praCtice in some churches of Stl’UCtUIbUI'gh: T.&T. Clark! 1962) p 867
with prayer, readings, and a messageld worship according to the placement In Sound the Bambo(Manila: Joint
what Methodists historically have identi-0f hymns is quickly being lost, thoughPublication of the Christian Conference

fied as a“hymn sandwich.” Because Nortiuch an organizing principle may now b@f Asiaandthe Asian Insitute for Liturgy
and Music, 1990) #143.
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FarewellASB welcomeCommon Worship

The Psalter allow the Durham Officeand arguably
PriLLiP Tovey Canticles the Roman office. Itis intended that there
ovember 2000 sees the demise of be a further volume for daily prayer which
N the Alternative Service Book From this list it is important to note will hopefully make the position more
(ASB in the Church of England. what is different from thé\SB What is clear.
Parishes and dioceses have been puttingt included is an ordinal, confirmation Holy Communion comes in two or-
much effort into facilitating this change.service, a daily office, or the texts of theders, both with a modern-language and
The new Sunday book is to be calledeadings. This shows one major differtraditional-language alternative. This is
Common Worshipvhich will be supple- ence, in that thASBwas designed to be perhaps the mostimportant section of the
mented by further volumes. This articlea complete book. This is not so withbook. Order One follows the structure of
gives an indication of the scope@dm- Common Worshigor it is intended that the modern eucharist (or Rite A and Rite
mon Worshi@and some idea of what elsethere be a series of books, another beirigjin ASBspeak). This will be one of the

is to be expected in the future. published in NovembeRastoral Rites major engagements that parishes will have
These are contents Gommon Wor- and further volumesto follow. Also, therewith Common Worshimand they will not
shipas it will be published: are differences in what is included, nofind it radically different.
least various services from tiB®ok of Order One modern language now has
The Calendar Common Prayel(1662), which still is eight eucharistic prayers (one of which
A Service of the Word authorized in the Church of England andhas already been the subject of an article

Morning and Evening Prayer on Sundayemains in use in parishes (mostly for 8 OPEN see Winter/Spring 2000, pp.
Morning and Evening Prayer froifthe a.m. Holy Communion and Evensong)17-18). Unlike theASB they follow a

Book of Common Prayer The inclusion of these services is in parteariety of shapes with both eastern and
Night Prayer (Compline) political sop to the Prayer Book Societywestern structures. The firstthree prayers
Night Prayer (Compline) in Traditional and itis arguable that most of that constitare new editions of thASBeucharistic
Language uency will not want to buy a book with aprayers, the next five are new. There is
Prayers for Various Occasions mixture of modern and traditional-lan-now flexibility based on a common struc-
The Litany guage services. Furthe€ommon Wor- ture rather that freedom based on a fixed
The Litany fromThe Book of Common ship will not include a traditional-lan- rite. In this order the Church of England
Prayer guage Psalter, which will limit its use forhas seen fit not to follow ICEL (Interna-
Authorized Forms of Confession andevensong. Perhaps at this point somtional Consultation on English in the Lit-
Absolution more detailed comment on sections of thergy) texts, so if you visit England stay
Creeds and Authorized Affirmations ofbook will be helpful. awake for the Creed (hours were spent
Faith Material for Morning and Evening discussing how to translate the Gre&k
Holy Communion Prayer is included for Sunday use. Asindthe Lord’s Prayer. Island-nation men-
Contents indicated above, Evensong BCP is contality rules in the General Synod of the
A Form of Preparation monly used in parishes while moderrChurch of England, even if not with the
Order One offices on Sunday are rare. What is morthree other provinces in Great Britain and
Order One in Traditional Language often used is the Service of the Word irtreland.

Order Two family worship (or “All Age Worship”). Order One in Traditional Language
Order Two in Contemporary Language This latter service gover@mmorwor- replaces Rite B in thASB This is quite
Supplementary Texts shigs modern-language Sunday provicommonly used in places that wanted to
Seasonal Provisions sion, and will be the only modern-lan-move on from 1662 but wanted to keep
Notes guage office provision in the Church oftraditional language. This is very com-
Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child England from November. What Gfele- mon in country parishes. There are two
Holy Baptism brating Common Praye(CCP)? Well, eucharistic prayers from the modern-lan-
Collects and Post Communions this was never an official publication ofguage order linguistically recast.
Collects and Post Communions in Tradithe Church of England. The new rubrics Order Two follows the structure of
tional Language of the Service of the Word for daily Holy Communion 1662. Th&SB en-
Rules prayer will bringCCP within the defini- abled a modern-language version of the

Lectionary tion of legal daily prayer, but it will also BCP. While this is used in only a few
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parishes, there was large support for thisuture publications will look at daily |tglian Book of Common
provision continuing. Many parishes haverayer, seasonal services and the ordin .

local adaptations of the 1662 text, whictWorship leaders will be required to Ieavji’rayer (I Libro della

can be confusing if you are a visitorspace on theirbookshelvesforfuturevoIPreghiera Comunﬁ

Order Two thus provides a version oumes, while the rest of the Anglican Com-

1662 Holy Communion “as commonlymunion may be interested to see the de- fter a visit to Roccamondolfi,
used.” This of course is virtually a revi-velopments in a sister province, some (})A Italy, to visit the home village of
sion of the 1662, but it is not legally sowhich represent the quirks of the Churc my grandparents, our two sons

because it has not been done by parliaf England. and | spent sometime in Florence. Among
ment. As such it shows the nonsense of the great treasures of art and the beauty of
parliament hanging on to powers thaPhillip Tovey is Training Officer in the that city, we were pleased to come to
should have been abandoned two centDiocese of Oxford. know St. James Episcopal Church locat-
ries ago. The effect is to legalize the ed there. We were much impressed with
customary ways of using 1662, and thubllotes their worship schedule and the many ex-
this order will be in common use. ' See Mark EareyProducing your own citing ministries reaching out into the
Baptismal material is only an extractOrders of Servicg.ondon: ChurchHouse community from that beautiful parish
from a previously published volume onPublishing, 2000). church.
baptism. Likewise the collects have al? www.cofe.anglican.org/commonwor-  |was thrilled to discover that St. James
ready been published (and are not proship. Church has recently published an Italian

ing to be very popular). The Psalter is &Church of Englandzalendar, Lection- translation of selected liturgies from the
new work based on the American BCRiry and Collect§London: Church House 1979 Book of Common Prayer. | am

Psalter. This indeed is a very good piecBublishing, 1997). pleased to have a copy which | use daily
of work that tried first to capture in mod-* Church of EnglandZommon Worship: for praying the office of Evening Prayer.
ernlanguage the Coverdale Psalter, whidimitiation Services(London: Church Il Libro della Preghiera Comunis a
it does successfully. House Publishing, 1998). bilingual (English/ltalian) edition of se-
IPafiSheZ afed_e“her;églging the new lected liturgies from our BCP. It is for-
volume and sending t to a recy- . matted and paginated to correspond with
cling bin, or customizing their own edi- R€St IN peace, the standar(§)1%79 book and inc?ludes the
tion. Itis in part due to the advent of wordPeter Moore following liturgies: Daily Evening Prayer:
processing that many churches now pro- Rite Two; Holy Baptism; Holy Eucharist:

duce their own booklets with their local Peter Campbell Moore, 76, presbyteRite Two, including Eucharistic Prayers
choice of variation$One strategy that is of the Episcopal Church and honoraryy B C and D and Prayers of the People
growing in popularity is to produce threemember of the Council of Associated=orms |-V and VI; The Celebration and
different eucharist booklets for white,Parishes, died on Friday, August 25, ifB|essing of a Marriage; The Reconcilia-
green and purple seasons of the liturgicaleattle, Washington. From 1982 to 199¢on of a Penitent; Ministration to the
year. Each booklet then includes two difhe was rector of St. Paul's in Seattlesjck: and Burial of the Dead: Rite Two.
ferent eucharistic prayers and season&bllowing his retirement, Peter was serv-  j st reading aloud the prayers in the
responses. Prayer H is tending to be ping as chaplain of the Anglican Church oftgjian language is truly a musical experi-
into a separate booklet for “family com-St. Barnabasin Limassol, Cyprus, in 1994 ncel
munions” (you have to remember that thehen he suffered the first of a series of For those interested in procuring a
Church of England still refuses communincreasingly disabling strokes. copy, please contact:
ionto many of her baptized members, i.e., Peter's requiem mass was celebrated st jgmes Church
children). To aid this new electronic erepn Saturday, September 2, at St. Paul's.  v/jg Bernardo Rucellai, 9
the services are being made available ofhere was a vigil in church Friday night 50123 Florence, Italy
the internet. with the body present and sharing of  e.mail:stames@dinonet.it

The introduction oEommon Worship stories about him. After the requiem he Re: bilingual BCP
is only a part of a longer-term process ofvas cremated, and the ashes are to Rejjvidual copies are available for US
second-generation liturgical revision inburied later in Lynchburg, Virginia, his 20, personal check. If paying with an

the Church of England. Already pub-family home. international money order, add $5 to cov-
lished areCalendar, Lectionaryand Col-  He is survived by his widow, Mary gr pank fees.

lects® andCommon Worship: Initiation Vail Moore, four children, and five grand- ROBERT BizzARO
Serviced In November there will be children. The fall issue of €&~ will in- dean-emeritus
Common Worshimand Pastoral Rites clude afulleraccount of his life and work. Cathedral of St. James

South Bend, Indiana
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] tradition isn’t? Tradition is clearly em-
Music o VA= AN DIC\AREIN s 0 Wl braced in a big way in this parish, includ-
ing the liberal use of old music in new
ways. Here, tradition is at its best, where
St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Churchgion; canticles and acclamations for thét grows organically and is practiced and
San Franciscdviusic for Liturgy 2@ ed. liturgy of the Word; a three-voice settingsustained vibrantly.
San Francisco, 1999. Available from thef a passage from the Gospel of John; How will music from this collection
parish (888-746-6442). settings of the Lord’s Prayer with formu-work in a community that doesn’t under-
las for intercessory prayer interpolatedstand the St. Gregory’s context? I'd bet
Q couple of weeks ago, | went to amusical settings for the Great Thanksgivthat it will work as well as it is adapted,

concert of music from favorite ing as practiced at St. Gregory’s; andntroduced and led. | suspect it could flop
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas,hymns, songs, and “carols” to be sun§) communities that seek to ape St. Gre-

performed by people who really enjoyediuring and after the communion meal, thgory’s without making it theirs. | think
G&S and who did a collection of offerings, and the dancedhis book and CD would be greatresourc-
good job. Before transition between the Word and Tabl@s from which to start; and | think the
each number, the liturgies. Much of the music may be reJarishes that will do best with it are those
conductor summa- produced for local use. that can use it as an example, creating
rized each piece’s Helping to explain the context for thistheir own such anthologies of music
context; this was book and to illustrate some of the book’$hey’ve collected, composed, sung and
necessary, since the content is a recording of two completenade their own.
audience wasn't musical settings of the St. Gregory’s- Mark A. DEW. Howe
gathered to see a style rite. The largely unaccompanied
single complete singing is vigorous, well tuned, and well
staged operetta. blended, and a pleasure to listen to. It has

Yanking music some roughness to it, which is a stron
from whatever larger setting it might in-and welcome witness to the reality of th
habit most naturally is a normal part of theongregation’s sound: nothing has beg
teaching process. The “re-contextualizeubbed in or carefully combed out.
ing” of knowledge completes the circle of  |visited St. Gregory’s in January 1999
learning, whether it happensimmediateland as many others have been, | wgls
(like the saxes practicing their part beforéascinated and inspired by what | experi
they play it with the full band) or much enced of the community’s vibrant ritual
later (like going to Russia twenty-fivelife. The building, including the interior
years after reading a Dostoevsky novelphysical environment of the liturgy, helped

The second edition dusic for Litur-  to reinforce the shape of the liturgy. The
gy, from the parish of St. Gregory ofacoustics supported the singing wel
Nyssain San Francisco, is rather like thid.arge numbers of people in the congregg
The book is a large collection of musidion afforded plenty of energy. The sing
variously composed and adapted by Sing was introduced and practiced at th
Gregory’s resident composers, and drawimeginning of the liturgy. It was all very
from a wide range of traditions. Some ofmpressive.
it will be recognizable by Anglicans out- One of the striking features of the
side the St. Gregory’s context, and sommusical repertoire of St. Gregory’s is thé
of it may mystify those same Anglicansbroad range of traditions from which it
The antidote to that befuddlement may beomes. For example, the collection o
to visit the place and see what the musicBaster Troparion settings includes musi
all about in its liturgical context and whyfrom Greek, Russian, Ukrainian, Serbian
it works; alternatively, an “explanatoryand Arab sources, as well as a locall
publication” titledLiturgy at St. Grego- composed setting and a free adaptation (Jf
ry’s and a videotape of a Sunday morningn early-nineteenth-century Vermon
liturgy are available. piece, “When converts firstbeginto sing.’

The contents dfiusic for Liturgyin- It's a patchwork quilt, or a salad, or per
clude over 150 items: settings bifisa- haps a collage, but what sung and prayé

Book Review Editor

With this issue we welcome Eliz
abeth Morris Downie as Book
Review Editor. She isthe rector @
St. Jude’s Church, Fenton, Mich
igan, and a new member of A
Council. She has served as chd|r
of the Liturgy and Music Com-
mission of the Diocese of Michi-
gan, and has been active in th]p
Association of Diocesan Liturgy
and Music Commissions (recen
ly renamed Transforming Com
mon Worship) since 1976, editin
its newsletter foranumber of year
She was a member of the formg
Standing Commission on Churc
Music during the creation dathe
Hymnal 1982 Elizabeth has two
married daughters and two gran
children, and lives with her twg
deluded cats (they believe the
are dogs); she’s still searching fq
one of those mugs that reads, “Y
many books, so little time.”

==
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. . Timothy F. Sedgwick.The Christian
Books edieed by Eizabeth Momis Downie Moral Life: Practices of PietyGrand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. xiii + 161 pag-
es. $15 (paper)

Lord, Open Our Lips: Musical Help for  Finding what you are looking for is

Leaders ofthe LiturgWarilyn L. Haskel easy. The selections are presented in tSdiiCk, professor of Christian eth-

and Frank Tedeschi, executive producerder in which the rites appear in the iCs at Virginia Theological Semi-
ers. New York: Church Publishing Incor-prayer book, and a sturdy index card in ary, states his intention in this
porated, 1999. 112 pp. + 3 CDs. $37.9the booklet tells exactly whatis on each ofolume is to give a unified account of the
(paper). the CD tracks. And those tracks are shortChristian moral life, which is “first of all
there are 52 on the first disc, 69 on th@ matter of understanding the story of
here is indeed a great deal of musecond, and 61 on the third. You won'€Christian faith as making sense of our life
I sical help for leaders of the liturgyhave to sit around and wait to hear th# the world.” In an appendix he seeks to
in this resource. Described on thexcerpt you want to learn. Items from thé@lace his account in the larger context of
cover as “designed to teach by demorService Music section othe Hymnal contemporary Christiantheology and eth-
stration,” the 1982and the Appendix in Volume | of ics, but the volume itself is written for the
booklet gives text the Accompaniment Editioare identi- non-specialistas aguide to answering the
and notation while fied by the appropriate “S” number. Itquestions, “Whatis good, rightand holy?”
the CDs let the would have been helpful if items fromand “How do we come to know and how
learner/leader The Altar Bookvere identified as such; to we participate in this life?”
hear the aural re- many clergy don’t seem to be aware of “Christian faith,” he writes, “is a life
alization of what the musical materials for Proper Litur-livedinthe presence of God,” and “Chris-
she is looking at. gies and the Musical Appendix ifhe tian ethics is a description of that life.”
Virtually all of the Altar Book For Anglicans, and Sedgwick writes self-
prayer book texts Demonstration abounds here; what isonsciously as an Anglican, this descrip-
that are supplied conspicuously missing in this time oftionis apractical piety, “an identity given
with music for a liturgical renewal, enrichment, and crein a life lived in the community of faith,”
presider or offi- ativity is any teaching of principles fornot a theoretical description. To “do the-
ciant to sing are included. Most of thesinging liturgical texts. The tones, in-ology“ for Anglicans is “to seek to bring
music inEnriching Our Worships also structions, and examples for singing th@eople into relationship with God.” He
included, though two fraction anthemsGospel are reproduced frofthe Altar offers the life and ministry of Archbishop
are missing. Book but the tone for lessons precedingesmond Tutu as example. “Christian
There are many things to cheer abouhe Gospel is simply printed above thdaith,” he says, “is a practical piety that is
in this production. As one who has maintext from Colossians which is sung on th€orporate, incarnate and sacramental,” or
tained for years that comparison with th€D. The instructions are omitted. Neithegain, it is “a moral life in which the love
perfection possible in professionally perthe printed page nor the CDs give angf neighbor is grounded in the worship of
formedand editedecordings is a major guidance for singing new texts, or any30d.” This love of neighbor he describes
inhibiting factor when congregations singreassuring words about the formulaic an@s a covenant of hospitality, which brings
I'm delighted that the singers are nosomewhat improvisatory nature of litur-us into relationship with God.
super-trained recording stars. They argical tones. Something for leaders along From this theological perspective he
actual liturgical leaders, female and malehe line of the chant teaching sessiogoes on to discuss the traditional ele-
recorded in the sympathetic acoustic ofarol Doran recorded iWhen in Our ments of Christian moral life: the ten
St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Jackson, MissisMusic God Is Glorifiedvould have made commandments, sex and marriage, idola-
sippi. Like the rest of us who don't earrthis resource even more useful now and itly and moralism, love and justice, the

our living singing classical music, theythe future. disciplines of faith, the nature of forgive-
occasionally have minor pitch, support, ELizaBeTH MorrisDownie  Ness, and vocation. “Sacramental acts,”
and breathing problems. Diction and vow- he tells us, “are those actions undertaken
els are sometimes less than ideal. Never beyond whatis done narrowly as a matter
severe enough to interfere with the teach- of social role,” such as “welcoming the
ing value, these tiny real-life flaws com- stranger, feeding the hungry, caring for
municate, | believe, a very supportive the sick, visiting those in prison, forgiv-
atmosphere to a neophyte: see, gan ing those who have acted against us, and
do this also! ... sharing meals togetherin table fellow-

ship,” for in these actions Christians ex-
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perience “the full presence of God in anbound!” conference Members of the Council of

way that orients or reorients, forms or ilabl A iated Parish
transforms the roles and relationships JPapers availabie Ssoclate arishes

everyday life.” _

In his earlier workSacramental Eth- ~ Papers from “Unbound! Anglican 9ficers ,
. . ” . . , Juan M. C. Oliverpresident
ics, Sedgwick bases his ethics on th¥Vorship beyond the Prayer Book,” &jean campbell, OSHice president
sacramental, incarnational, corporate lif§onference held at Church Divinity Schootiayton D. Crawleysecretary
of the Church centered in our participaof the Pacificin January 1999 (SBREN  Carlos H. Mercado, Jitreasurer _
tion in the paschal mystery of the deati$Pring 1999, p. 4), have been publishegoPert J. Brooksatlarge member of executive

) . . committee
and resurrection of Christ. In this book wdn the January 2000 issue ahglican
find the same ecclesially based, eucharidgheological RevievContributorsinclude council Members
tically centered ethic. Building on thatFrank T. Griswold, Richard D. McCall, Valerie Ambrose, Salem, OR

. . . ; ; ; ; John Baldovin, SJ, Cambridge, MA
foundation and drawing on the classicaPavid Stancliffe, Jaci Maraschin, John F \0 7ol o T e

Anglican divines, Richard Hooker, JereBaldovin, S.J., Michael B. Aune, David jeon campbell, OSH, Wappinger Falls, NY
my Taylor, Joseph Butler, Frederick DenR. Holeton, Elizabeth J. Smith, and Louiglayton D. Crawley, New York, NY
ison Maurice, and William Temple, heWeil. Also included in the issue is Timo-Joe Morris Doss, Mandeville, LA

. L . AL “W fiai lizabeth Morris Downie, Fenton, MI
draws out practical applications for livingthy Sedgwick’s keynote address, V|S|on:\5/|ar“yn Haskel, New York, NY

and making sense of the Christian life z&nd Collaboration: Roland Allen, Litur- 5504w, B_ Hill, Toronto, ON
the dawn of the twenty-first century. ~ gical Renewal, and Ministry Develop-mark A. Dew. Howe, Poughkeepsie, NY

| have known Dr. Sedgwick for overment,” given at the “Living the Cove- Jeffrey D. Lee, River Hills, Wi

:Katherine M. Lehman, Menlo Park, CA

ant” consultation sponsored by Associt
twenty years. We have been faculty coll p y Barbara Liotscos, Toronto, ON

leagues and have taught courses togeth@fed Parishes and the North Americafeny | Loutit, Jr., Savannah, GA
| have always found his work interestingAssociation for the Diaconate, June 9-13). Maylanne Maybee, Toronto, ON
but often too dense for many readers.}999, at St. Olaf College, Northfield,Carlos Mercado, Jr., Rochester, NY

. ; Ruth A. Meyers, Evanston, IL
found this book both clear and compelMinnesota (se®PEN Summer 1999, o =" = n i o Vicioria, BC

ling. | wholeheartedly recommend it notPP- 1-3). _ Clayton L. Morris, New York, NY
only to ethicists, but also to all serious Copies of the issue can be ordereg|,., v ¢ oiver, Garden City, NY
minded Christians trying to live their faith. from the ATR Business Office, 600 Ha-jenpfer m. philiips, Kingston, RI
LeoNELL. MiTcHELL Vén Street, Evanston, IL 60201 (8470rm0nde Plater, New Orleans, LA
864-6024; fax: 847-328-9624; e-mail:Juan C. Reed, Chicago, IL

atr@nwu.edu). Cost for a single copy i&/i9¢! A- Renton, Berkeley, CA
$15 Donald Schell, San Francisco, CA

Susan M. Smith, Berkeley, CA
Paul E. Strid, El Cerrito, CA

Associate Members
Otis Charles, San Francisco, CA
Joachim C. Fricker, Burlington, ON
We’d hate to see you gol Paul Gibson, Toronto, ON

Richard F. Grein, New York, NY
Frank T. Griswold Ill, New York, NY
We regret that for a number of members this will be their ||pstMarion Hatchett, Sewanee, TN

. Mark L. MacD Id, Fairbanks, AK
copy ofOren. Please take a minute to check the address blog|t 0fgner L. mitchen, South Bend. IN

the back cover. The top line gives the month and year of J|pubViliam H. Petersen, Rochester, NY

) - . ; ff Powell, Roanoke, VA
membership expiration. For a number of readers it says “LA|S Trnomas k. Ray. Marquette, Mi

COPY”. Orris G. Walker, Jr., Garden City, NY
: : : iy Louis Weil, Berkeley, CA

Given the part-time nature of the Coordinator position and|jhe®"® """ ==
press of other business, renewal notices are mailed in the anijjvetenorary Members
sary month, and there is no other follow-up. Please don't ||PS&ian kingsiey, Holland, M
your membership by inadvertence or mail error. Please cheg th/?‘cha?_l W. Merriman, Townsville, Queensland,
. . . . . ustralia
address Wlth each issue and renew in a timely fashlqn.  Borden C. Purcell, Athens, ON

There are importantissues facing the Church on which youjilFrederick W. Putnam, Edina, MN

find Open of use and interest.
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In memoriam Samuel E. West

Associated Parishes founder Samuel =
West died in Virginia on June 25, 2000. . ..
The following re%iniscence was submit. - - - the last survivor of the original AP members.

ted to OPEN by Alan Osborn Dann.

n November 9, 1946, Samuel
OWest co-founded Associated

Parishes for Liturgy and Mis- Office and a coordinated lectionary. Asvanted Sam to help present him to the
sion, and he continued to be active as dang as they could, Sam and his wife MarPresiding Bishop for his ordination as
honorary member of AP Council. Sancontinued their faithful use of the Daily bishop in Boston, but atthe time Sam was
was the last survivor of the original APOffice. undergoing a three-way bypass, and he
members. | first knew him as Chaplainat Sam was a Fellow at the College ohad to pass it up. In our common effort
Kent School (Kent, Connecticut) a halfPreachers when he met John Pattersasuring the winter of 1995 to deal with the
century ago. The life of this good marAt that time he was a parish priest irtragic death of our classmate, Sam be-
deserves our attention, our affection andtchison, Kansas. Patterson, a onetimeame our chaplain all over again. Itwas as
our thanks. MIT architecture student, asked Sam tif time had stood still. Sam personally felt

He was born in Buffalo, Wyoming, onjoin him on his staff at Grace Churchhe had almost lost a son.
December 6, 1915, received his B.AMadison, Wisconsin. He was confessor at Kent to the
degree from the University of Wichitain | first met Sam in 1949. At the invita- school’s founder, Frederick Herbert Sifi,
1938 and his B.D. (M.Div.) from Seabury-tion of Kent School's new Rector andand he gave “Pater” the last rites before
Western Theological Seminary in 1941Headmaster, John Oliver Patterson, Sahis death in 1952. Together they had
where he later served as trustee. In the falame to Kent School with his wife Maryrecited Vespers and Compline using the
of 1941, he was ordained to the priestand their three children during the 1949monastic diurnal, a book with which Sam
hood on the Feast of St. Michael and AlL950 school year. (Their fourth child andyas hitherto unfamiliar.
Angels (celebrated as Founder’s Day dhird son, James Newell, was born in Atthistime, Sam also became a mem-
Kent School). His honorary doctoratel951, and we greeted the event with gredier of the Kemper Academy Board of
from Seabury-Western in 1968 acknowljoy.) Trustees. Kemper was a proprietary mil-
edged his seminal liturgical work with At Kent he was Assistant to the Headitary school in Boonville, Missouri. Sam
John Patterson and their colleagues anaster, Master of Sacred Studies anklad attended Kemper his senior year as a
prayer book revision. This work contrib-School Chaplain. He was an exemplargandidate for the Christian ministry. There
uted significantly to the 1979 Book ofpriestand family man. He counseled mankie’d become cadet chaplain, read prayers
Common Prayer. of us who were students and became and scripture, and helped youngsters who
AP grew out of John Patterson’s congood friend. We knew him especially forwere homesick or in difficulty. He had

viction that the eucharist was absolutelfis closeness with the Headmaster, histayed on for two years of junior college
central to our total lives. John Keene oBob Hope look-alike ski-nose, and hisand had been a member of the scholastic,
Teaneck, New Jersey, and Massey Shegeod humor, sincerity and directness. Imilitary and general honor societies. He'd
herd of ETS (EDS), Cambridge, Massal995, he became an honorary member ken named honor cadet and been asked
chusetts, were the other two in the groughe Alumni Association of Kent Schoolto become cadet commander.
of four priests who developed a plan foand of the Kent Class of 1951. When Sam was selected Headmaster
AP during an unstructured meeting in David Johnson was Chapel Vergeat Kemper in 1959, the Board asked him
Cincinnati, Ohio. In Sam’s recorded rec-our Sixth Form year. Itwas his job to keevhich uniform he would wear. He said he
ollection, AP emphasized parishes, ndhe chapel clean. David began to talllready had one, courtesy of Seabury
priests, because all ministry begins withentatively about ordained ministry, tim-Western, and he set about removing the
baptism and the laity needs to be includeidly at first, almost as if the ministry wasKentucky colonel outfits used by some
in the worship and work of the church.not highly valued in the Johnson family faculty members. When he found the
The co-founders of AP committed themLater, when Sam preached and celebragehool had actually advertised, “when
selves to making the eucharist central iad at St. Boniface, Siesta Key, in Saras@egregation ends, send your boy” here, he
their various domains and to reportinga, with David’'s huge congregation, heproceeded to halt the denigration of black
progress at each subsequent AP countilld them that he was “down here just temployees and to desegregate the school
meeting. AP also stressed use of the Dailsheck up on the boy.” Still later, Davidas fast as he could. He resigned the head-
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mastership in 1962 to go back into th&ishop Edward Lee (see below for text)Marshall. He served parishes in the dio-
parish ministry, and he served in severdlalcolm also recalled his own commenteses of Kansas, Milwaukee, Connecti-
places before his retirement from Westwhen Sam re-retired as an assisting priestit, Missouri and, in retirement, Georgia.
ern Michigan in 1978. at his parish: “Life is just not going to beln Connecticut and in Missouri, his min-

By the time Sam reached Trinitythe same without Samuel Earnest Westijstries were exercised at church prepara-
Church, Marshall, Michigan, he was readyo which Sam replied, “Oh, poppycock!tory schools, Kent School and Kemper
to devote sixteen years to installing APThat's false sentimentality.” The ashesSchool, respectively. His time at Kent
practices. Moving the altar forward waswere interred in the Memorial Garden aschool was especially important and sig-
perhaps the greatest challenge, one ngt. Bartholomew's, Richmond, where Sammificant for him.

achieved during his tenure. (In fairnessand Mary used to go to church. In matters of worship and liturgical
he did give the calling committee copies Survivors include his wife Mary and reform, Sam Westwas a creative pioneer.
of all existing AP brochures!) his children Michael, Lynn Mullen, SarahHe was co-founder of the Associated Par-
Sam’s mentor, John Patterson, died &atley, and the 1951 class baby, James hes for Liturgy and Mission which long
the age of 80 on November 12, 1988. Sakvest. before the revision of our current Prayer
preached at the Kent memorial service. Book was advocating and modeling the
His theme was Philippians 3:12-16:  References kind of changes which are now normative

Michael Moriarty,The Liturgical Rev- in the liturgical life of the Episcopal
| press on to make [the goal] my own, olution: Prayer Book Revision and Asso-Church. Itwas a deep and abiding interest
because Christ Jesus has made me hisiated Parishes: A Generation of Changdordering on a passion for Sam.
own. Beloved, | do not consider that | in the Episcopal ChurcfChurch Hym- Until his health started declining in
have made it my own; but this one nal Corporation, 1996). recent years, | regularly had correspon-
thing | do: forgetting what lies behind Michael Moriarty Associated Parish- dence from Sam in which he opined car-
and straining forward to what lies es and the Making of the 1979 Prayemgly and pastorally on many subjects
ahead, | press on toward the goal for Book(AP brochure). dearto his heart. He cared mightily for the
the prize of the heavenly call of God Samuel E. West, “Episodes Towards &piscopal Church. He served it with an
in Christ Jesus.... Only let us hold fast Recorded History of Associated Parishemitegrity and tenacity that understood its

to what we have attained. for Liturgy and Mission” (Richmond, VA, struggles and dilemmas, which in turn he
1998); personal discussion and correspofelt were essential in always helping the

Sam told us that John Patterson wasdence. Church clarify its mission as manifested
“notorious paper-shredder.” When some- in its worship, education, and parish min-
thing was done, he leftitand went on, like istry. That Church, our Church, says thank
the physiological process of sloughingrhe following letter was read at the buri-you to Sam West as it remembers him
offand renewal. He feltthatideas withoutl Eucharist. with affection and gratitude today.
practical and meaningful consequences
were foolish. At Kent he said it was ourDear Family and Friends of Samuel E. THE RT. Rev. Ebwarp L. LEE, R.
duty to offer up every aspect of our livesNest: Bishop of Western Michigan

to Jesus Christ and that from the altar
God’'s grace reaches out to us, to our Withthisletter, I joinyoutoday recall-
community and to the world. ing and celebrating the life and ministry
A decade or so later itwas Sam’s turnof this good man and priest whom we
Suffering from Parkinson’s disease, conentrust to the compassionate love of Jesus
gestive heart failure, and irritable bowelChrist whom he served faithfully during
syndrome, he asked on Saturday, June 24s lifetime of 84 years. By canonical ) )
2000, “What's holding things up? Let'sresidence, | am his bishop, although hEublication schedule
get going!” A grandchild said, “Go retired many years before | came to West-
where?”“Home!” Samreplied. And so heern Michigan. Nevertheless, the parishhe After the delay in publication earlier
did, at 6:35 the next evening, the Seconléd and served from 1962 to 1978, Trinitythis year©QPENIis slowly moving back to
Sunday after Pentecost. Churchin Marshall, has remembered hinits customary quarterly publication sched-
Bishop Peter James Lee (Virginiawiththe affection and respectthatis rightule. Copy deadline for the fall 2000 issue
celebrated the Resurrection Eucharist &tilly accorded an effective and pastorais October 1, with publication expected in
Westminster Canterbury Chapel on Frirector. November, and for winter 2001, Decem-
day, June 30. Kent Headmaster and Rec- Sam’s ordained ministry in the Epis-ber 1, for publication in January. The
tor Dick Schell attended the funeral. Theeopal Church was equally outstandind=ditor appreciates your patience and un-
Rev. Malcolm Turnbull read a letter frombefore and after his tenure at Trinityderstanding.
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Associated Parishes publishes a series of brochures. Please THE PARISH WORSHIP COMMITTEE
indicate the quantity you want: A guide to the selection, formation, and operation of the
committee.

THE DAILY OFFICE: A Guide for Individual and
Group Recitation

In addition to taking the reader through the offices of
morning prayer and evening prayer, this brochure provides
short discussions on the nature of prayer and the historical
background of the daily office.

AFTERTHOUGHTS
A collection of columns, visionary, daring, and often outra-
geous, by the late Henry Breul.

ASSOCIATED PARISHES AND THE MAKING OF
THE 1979 PRAYER BOOK

HOLY BAPTISM: A Liturgical and Pastoral Commen- History of AP, by Michael Moriarty.

tary )

A redoing of the earlieMinistry —Holy Baptismprovid-  Price

ing detailed discussion of the pastoral, theological, add19 copies $3.00 each postpaid

practical concerns of Christian initiation. 20-49 copies $2.50 each postpaid

50+ copies $2.00 each postpaid

PARISH EUCHARIST
Aredoing of AP’s first brochure to reflect the present pray
book, emphasizing the primacy of the eucharistasthe central————————
act of every Sunday in parish life.

g Enclose check to Associated Parishes
g Charge to credit card:

THE CELEBRATION AND BLESSING OF A MAR-  VISA/MasterCard No.

RIAGE Exipiration Date
A practical and theological guide to the rite of holy matrimo-

ny. Revised 1996! Send this page to:
THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD: A Commentary Associated Parishes

A guide for burial using the insights of the prayer book B0O Box 27141

redeem Christian dying from its captivity by the funer . )
industry. aIl}altlmore, MD 21230-0141

HOLY ORDERS: The Ordination of Bishops, Priests, Name

and Deacons Address

A brochure discussing the rites as presented in the BookGity

Common Prayer and in the CanadBook of Alternate State/Province Zip/Code
Services Country

AP Membership Form

Associated Parishes
PO Box 27141

I I
I I
I I
: Balimore, MD 212300141 :
|  $0  RegularMember, 1year q $150 APPUe; undsonessLedt Open |
| g $  RegularMember,2years q $l0D50 AP Pamonfundsrepinsatbrodhues |
| g $0  RegularMember,3years q 50/ 0X[00] Sustaining Member |
| g $15 SudentorReiedMember, 1year q $00 Life Member |
| q Group (3ormore, $15 per personoopy of Open,mekediponeaddess) # x$15=% |
i ot ot

: Name Diocese :
| Address Parish |
: Ciy SaieProvince_ ZplCode Courtry :

I



Promises, promises. . .

Perhaps we should be rethinking the place of human prom-
JOHN W. B. HLL  jse_making in God's great work of salvation. Do we actually
ne of the consequences of the reform of the baptisrpabmise anything more than to accept God'’s call, participate in
Orite for the 1979 Book of Common Prayer (and th&od's saving work in Christ, and rely on God’s Spiritwho binds
1985Book of Alternative Servicgs the greater prom- us together in the covenant of grace? The world’s salvation will
inence given to baptismal promises. There are more of théma;accomplished by God’s own power; our call and privilege is
and they come closer to naming the character of the Christialbecome part of the agency of God, a sacrament of Christ's
discipleship we begin in baptism. saving presence. Thus our answers to the five great questions at
But many people have observed that we are now temptedhia end of the Baptismal Covenant are invariably, “I wilth
our re-emerging baptismal piety, into yet another form &od’s help” These are not things we promise to do in order to
Pelagianism: we sometimes make it sound as if the essendaeeofiorthy of salvation; these are things we acknowledge as the
discipleship is keeping the promises. Indeed, one often hesirape of the salvation in which we are accepting a part. Itis only
references to “the Baptismal Covenant” only to discover latey God'’s grace that these things can take shape in us, although
that the speaker had nothing more in mind than the five queg must consent to them and perpetually open our hearts to
tions at the conclusion of the Baptismal Covenant. In fact, them.
substance of the covenant is first of all of the story of salvation, And so, whenwe are trying to help candidates for baptism (or
expressed as an act of trustin the God of our salvation; only ateir parents) come to terms with the Baptismal Covenant—both
this comprehensive act of faith do we proceed to articulate whz Creed and the promises—we need to recognize what is at
it will mean to participate in this story. stake: nothing less than recognition of the true nature of God’s
Another consequence of this greater prominence givengrace at work in their lives. When it comes to the promises,
“promises” is the discomfort of congregations who grow weapgrhaps the question we need to be asking them is not, Do you
of hearing people make promises they will not keep. Baptismeally intend to keep these promises? but rather, Can you
preparation often entails rubbing people’s noses in these proetognize in the God of this Creed the One before whom it
ises, in order to ensure their awareness of our expectationsuld be safe to undertake such awesome commitments?
Behind this lies the assumption that people all too glibly
undertake such promises, without any thought to their accoulihn W. B. Hill is a priest of the Anglican Church of Canada
ability. Perhaps. What seems just as likely is that some at lesasd a member of Associated Parishes Council.
must approach such promise-making with trepidation, wonder-
ing what vengeful power they may be invoking, should the
fulfillment of these promises prove more than they can manage.
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